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50 years of Madison men
ATTENTION!

DATING RULES
FOR WOMEN
•

All campus organizations wishing to hold
an event had to register it and satisfy
requirements of an approved chaperone.

•

All students without dates had to return to
their dorms no later than 11:15 p.m.

•

When students attended late movies, they were
required to return to their dorms within 20

COURTESY OF THE BLUESTONE

The university’s admissions department reached out to the men attending the then-recently shut down Frederick College, in Portsmouth, Virginia, to increase male
enrollment. This photo represents just how many more females there were to males. Many sections of The Bluestone had pronounced gender differences such as this.

By MIKE DOLZER AND
MARISSA WALKER
The Breeze

Walking down the steps
into the lecture hall for art
appreciation, freshman Steve
Smith was anxious to start his
first day of classes at Madison
College. He maneuvered to the
middle of the classroom because
he wanted to be in the center of
the action. Once he sat down, he
realized he was one of just three
men in the class of 50.
“It just felt weird,” Smith (’71),
who lives in Harrisonburg and
is now 67, said. “I was out of my
element.”
It was the fall of 1967, and men
— some 300 of them — were
living on campus along with
3,000 female students.
Men had attended Madison
College since 1910 as day
students, meaning they lived off
campus or commuted. In 1966,
Virginia’s General Assembly
decided that men could attend
any of Virginia’s teachers
colleges, including Madison
College, as full-time residential
students.
The 1966-67 school year was
the residential men’s inaugural

year. Smith was in the second
group of on-campus men when
he came to Madison in the fall
of 1967.
The men had access to a fast
lifestyle. With so many more
female students, the boys could
party and date different women
as often as they liked, according
to Smith.
“You’d see a guy you knew
who was just a jerk and you’d
see him with this woman who
was gorgeous,” Smith said.
The guys who dated around
and partied a lot often didn’t
last long, Smith said. While
many of the men enjoyed being
surrounded by women, the
women didn’t always feel the
same.
A letter to the editor published
in a spring 1966 edition of The
Breeze started a firestorm
between some students with
opposing views of the Madison
men. Mary Buckwalter, an
upperclassman, wrote that the
incoming class of men were
unsavory looking and hurt the
college’s image.
“With a few exceptions, the
male students that we must
associate with are either untidy
or unshaven,” Buckwalter wrote.

Several men responded with
their own letters, one of which
said that the men should be
left alone because women were
seen in the dining halls wearing
curlers, which the writer
declared was “not a sight to
conjure up pleasant thoughts.”
Not all female students were
against the men’s arrival. Some
women, such as Jane Barrett and
Betty Heerlein, welcomed the
change. In a rebuttal to the letter
written by Buckwalter, the two
juniors stated they were looking
forward to the day when women
and men were equal in number.
“They are a part of our
campus, and could contribute
a great deal, if only given the
opportunity,” the pair wrote.
Not everyone was convinced.
S m i t h re m e m b e re d t h a t
his bowling instructor — a
woman — ignored the men in
the class and made them feel
uncomfortable.
“The way she treated us
made us feel like second-class
citizens,” Smith said.
Only Smith’s senior seminar
had a gender ratio close to 50/50.
In addition to the ratio being
so different, men and women
had separate rules.

Credit Unions are

Better than Banks

minutes after the end of the movie, and their
late cards had to specifiy what late movie they
were going to see.

Wo m e n , f o r i n s t a n c e ,
couldn’t wear slacks or jeans on
campus, unless they concealed
them by donning a knee-length
raincoat. This rule didn’t apply
to the men.
With the introduction of men,
the dress code began to loosen,
which was exciting for students
like Betty Bennett, now 67, who’s
currently a student teacher
instructor at JMU and lives in
Staunton.
“Not only were we wearing
slacks, we were wearing jeans
and bellbottoms,” Bennett
(’71) said. “It seemed like the
pendulum swung all the way
across in those couple of years.”
Campus fashion had
transformed. Smith recalls that
in an interview he had in his
senior year of high school during
his admissions process, the dean
of male students said, “We don’t
want any long-haired or postercarrying guys coming to this
campus,” a far cry from the
wardrobe at the end of Smith’s
college career.
“By the time I got be a junior or
a senior it was more tie-dye shirts
and cut-off jeans,” Smith said.
see MEN, page 3
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Across
1 Buccaneers’ home
6 Silly bird
11 Revolting word?
14 Plane read
15 Large grouping
16 Pen user
17 Miss America runner-up?
19 Part of a royal flush
20 Anastasia __, “Fifty Shades of Grey”
character
21 Emergency signal
22 Frosted flakes
23 Called up
25 “Unsafe at Any Speed” author
27 Put in order
30 Fab alternative
32 Special Forces trademarks
35 Legendary horse tale setting
36 Passage for the birds?
38 Gold, in Granada
39 “My bad”
41 Wartime prez
42 Little Jack Horner’s dream?
44 Proofreading mark
45 Overwhelm
46 Biological building block
48 Flight-related prefix
49 Emerged
51 Carrier that doesn’t fly on the Sabbath

By Jeff Stillman

53 Order with tzatziki sauce
55 Some Samsung TVs
57 “Yay, me!”
61 Fishing __
62 Emulating the writing style of “The Quiet
American”?
64 Weaken, perhaps
65 Jack’s links rival
66 Start a correction process
67 Secret competitor
68 Bounded
69 Ice cream purchases
Down
1 Hardy heroine
2 Minimally
3 Lawn disruption
4 “The parent of revolution and crime”: Aristotle
5 Cub Scout leader
6 Yak
7 Miner matters
8 DuPont acrylic
9 Mexican buffet feature
10 Contact’s spot
11 “Tell me about it”
12 Nickname for late-night host O’Brien
13 Didn’t just think
18 Russo of “The Intern”
22 Feudal grunt
24 Comprehend

1/12/17

26 Shoot down
27 Ripped off
28 Longtime Utah senator Hatch
29 Area for urban growth
31 Get around
33 Potato, e.g.
34 Look after
37 Goddess of peace
39 Red cup brand
40 Like some oil rigs
43 Mark’s successor
44 “Amadeus” narrator
47 Eccentric Sacha Baron Cohen persona
50 Twin Cities suburb that hosted the 2008
U.S. Women’s Open
52 Madison Ave. agent
53 Snatch
54 Discipline with poses
56 Cut
58 Big man on campus
59 Caltech, e.g.: Abbr.
60 Golf
tournament souvenirs
62 Country miss
63 Comprehend

Find the answers online at: breezejmu.org/site/crossword_answers

CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE

Biology and Chemistry Students

Upcoming Events

Weekend Forecast

Friday

Friday

b Tunes at Noon @
Taylor Down Under,
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Consider a career in the exciting
field of Histotechnology!
SENTARA RMH SCHOOL OF HISTOTECHNOLOGY
Guaranteed Job Placement!
$15K Sign On Bonus! Great Salary!

b Funny Freakin’
Friday @ Taylor
Down Under, 8-9
p.m.

Saturday
b FREE Brew Tour @
Brothers Craft
Brewing, 12:15-2
p.m.

Saturday

High: 37
Low: 34

b Afternoon Tea @
Joshua Wilton House
1-2:30 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday
Sentara.com/HistotechnologySchool

High: 52
Low: 30

b Catholic Campus
Ministry Sunday
Mass @ Festival
Highlands Room,
9-10 p.m.

b Wine and Chocolate
Pairing @ Bluestone
Vineyard, 2-4 p.m.
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IN BRIEF
HARRISONBURG

Krispy Kreme opens in Harrisonburg

Harrisonburg to
host parade in
celebration of
JMU’s FCS national
On Saturday, Jan. 14, JMU and
Harrisonburg are set to host a
parade downtown, celebrating
the Dukes’ first national
championship win since 2004.
In 2004, the city also hosted a
parade, and fans and locals alike
hope for many more to come.
JMU’s football team and
coaches, the Marching Royal
Dukes and the cheerleaders will
walk down Main Street at 1 p.m.,
beginning at Water Street and
ending at Court Square. From
noon to 3 p.m., parking on Main
Street and the deck across from
Newman Ave. will be prohibited,
and cars won’t have access.
“We are so proud of the
football team and our neighbor
Dukes,” Mayor Deanna Reed
said in a press release. “The
JMU community is a part
of us as a city and is a great
asset and partner to the city.
We are ecstatic that they have
brought back a second football
national championship to
Harrisonburg.”

LAURA VANDEMARK / THE BREEZE

The opening of the new Krispy Kreme location in Harrisonburg caused excitement in the community. Krispy Kreme offered numerous incentives to those who braved the cold and eagerly waited for
their hot doughnut, including a free dozen doughnuts weekly for the next year awarded to the first customer in line, and a free dozen doughnuts monthly awarded to the next 99 customers in line.
By CHRISTINA ZIU
contributing writer

Say goodbye to your New Year’s resolution.
Krispy Kreme has officially opened the doors to its
Harrisonburg location. The much anticipated arrival of
hot, glazed doughnuts drew people by the dozens at the
grand opening on Tuesday morning.
To celebrate the opening, the first person to walk
through the door received the gift of a free dozen glazed
doughnuts each week for the next year. The next 99 people
each received a free dozen monthly for one year. In
addition, the first 250 people each received a free beverage
tumbler and 99 cent refills for the life of the tumbler.

Despite the freezing temperatures at 6 a.m., a large
crowd lined up and waited eagerly for the doors to open.
“I am very happy with the turnout, especially since it is
about 14 degrees outside right now,” Allison Reyes, Krispy
Kreme regional marketing representative, said. “The crowd
has been great.”
JMU students Adam Puckett and Trey Henderson,
among many others, braved the cold in hopes of getting
free doughnuts. Their early arrival paid off: They were
among the first 100 in line.
“It was long and gruesome, but here we are — free, hot
doughnuts,” Henderson said.
With crowds continuously piling in throughout the
entire day, General Manager Bobbie Louise Major said

the store was prepared.
“With openings, because I’ve done a few of them, you
can’t have too many hands on deck,” Major said.
Located on 35 Burgess Road, Krispy Kreme appears to
be quickly becoming a staple of Harrisonburg.
“It’s always good coming to a place that doesn’t
have, like, an actual retail Krispy Kreme because
then you get to start creating memories with them,”
Major said. “You hear about a lot of people who are
like, ‘I had my first Krispy Kreme when I was a little
girl’ or ‘little boy’ or whatever, so it’s really great to
start that memory in a community that hasn’t had it.”
CONTACT Christina Ziu at ziuct@dukes.jmu.edu.

MEN | Male and female students had entirely different rules, two different deans
from front

There weren’t many rules for the men of Madison.
According to Smith, men and women had two
different sets of student conduct, and two different
deans. While the rulebook for women was roughly
two inches thick, the men’s was only about four
pages.
Men broke what few rules they did have. Their
debauchery ushered in a relaxed culture, which
could be seen with things as minuscule as walking
on the grass.
“You could not walk anywhere that there wasn’t a
sidewalk,” Bennett said. “It didn’t matter if you were
late to something, or where you had to go, you could
not go unless you were walking on a sidewalk.”
Women who “cut the Quad” would be penalized
with demerits, which are similar to today’s strikes.
Women who got three demerits received a time-out
style punishment that required them to stay in their
dorms for a determined period of time.
The men, though, saw the rules as archaic, and
made walking on the grass a common occurrence.
This often enraged the women.
Additionally, women had to be dropped off at
the dorms by 11 p.m. during the week and midnight
during the weekend.
They had a lottery card-sized sheet in Alumnae
Hall where they had to sign their name, when they
left and who they were going out with. They also were
also required to sign back in when they returned.
Men didn’t have a curfew or a sign-in sheet.
“The guys looked at that and said, ‘This ain’t
happening,’” Smith said, laughing.
After a while, the women took a stand of their own
with the sign-in sheets. They would say they were
accompanying P. Newman or R. Redford, as a nod
to Paul Newman and Robert Redford, stars of the

popular film “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.” Hall — overlooking Newman Lake, strategically away
Additional rules included a list of places where from the women’s dormitories on the Quad.
women weren’t allowed to go, including local bars
These new dorms were one of the many ways in
and motels, and a list of men that they couldn’t date, which administration tried to entice men.
known as the blacklist.
Admissions reached out to the men attending
One man who found his way onto the blacklist, Frederick College in Portsmouth, Virginia, when
a student at Bridgewater College in 1966, did so by they received word that the college was shutting
driving his car onto the sidewalk by Keezell Hall.
down. Madison offered housing, easy credit transfer
Women also had a list of men they could date, and some assistance through graduation, boosting
and if those men weren’t students, they had to get male enrollment significantly.
a recommendation from a
“The administration was
faculty member to be on the The women “learned to compete bending over backwards
approved list.
to get them to come
in a classroom and activities on trying
Again, there were no rules
and increase enrollment,”
that paralleled this for men.
campus with male students that Smith said.
“The rules for men and
R o n a l d C a r r i e r, t h e
they would compete with when president
women were so different,”
of Madison College
Smith said. “It’s amazing they went out into the world of beginning in 1971, was a large
more women didn’t protest.”
proponent of using athletics
work.”
While there was a mix of
to attract men.
horror and excitement about Ronald Carrier
“If we have a football team,
the men coming, many of the President, Madison College (1971-98)
they’ll know we have men,”
women still didn’t have many
Carrier, now 84, said.
interactions with them.
In addition to football,
Men weren’t allowed in
sp or ts such as s o ccer,
women’s dorm rooms —
baseball and basketball also
even to carry luggage — unless they were family, expanded.
and even that ruffled feathers.
Carrier brought fresh eyes to many of the rules,
Peeking out of their dorm room doors, the women including the rule about students not being able to
would hear a deep voice and the occasional smack of sunbathe in swimsuits.
a bag against the wall. They were curious as to what
“Dr. Carrier! Dr. Carrier!” the dean of female
was going on, until the voice echoed throughout the students shouted, bursting into Carrier’s office in
building.
Wilson Hall, “They’re there, they’re there!”
“Man on the hall!” the women would yell.
“Who’s there?” Carrier responded.
The unusual sighting of men in their dorms
“The students!” she replied. “They’re sunbathing
would send the women into a tizzy, but the dorm on the Quad! What are you going to do about it?”
divide extended beyond this. Faculty planners
“I am going to go look,” Carrier said, chuckling,
constructed male dormitories — the first was Shorts knowing he had better things to do than stop

students from tanning.
Carrier’s relaxed attitude toward students was one
of his ways of making the campus more appealing to
men, too. Another was bringing alcohol to campus.
Every Friday, Carrier would wheel the keg into the
dorms and chug a beer with the students to celebrate
the end of the week.
Car r ier was a major par t of changing
Madison College. By the time Smith finished his
undergraduate degree at Madison in 1971, the
culture had shifted almost completely.
“Most of the women and female students who
had been irritated at males coming and changing
their campus, they graduated, and that went by the
wayside,” Smith said.
Even though Smith endured some prejudice early
in his Madison College career, he’s grateful for the
50-year relationship he’s had with the university. He
now works at the Madison Connection call center
on the third floor of Wilson Hall, in a room he had
English class in all those years ago.
Carrier knew men like Smith would bring a
necessary change to advance Madison College’s
history.
“They brought a challenge to the women at this
institution,” Carrier said. The women “learned to
compete in a classroom and activities on campus
with male students that they would compete with
when they went out into the world of work.”
Men first started living on campus five decades
ago, but their presence has forever changed
the college that would become James Madison
University.
“Power comes from diversity, different
backgrounds,” Carrier said. “It makes us richer.”
CONTACT Mike Dolzer and Marissa Walker at
breezepress@gmail.com.

Professors praised for From slope to slope
exceptional performance
Massanutten Mountain thrives as winter weather returns

Two faculty members honored with Outstanding Faculty Award
and Theresa B.
Clarke, a professor
of marketing, were
the recipients of the
awards.
The Outstanding
Fa c u l t y Aw a rd ,
first given in 1987,
recognizes superior
accomplishments in
teaching, research
and public service at
Virginia’s institutions
of higher learning.
Lubert began her
COURTESY OF CAROLINE LUBERT
teaching career at
Caroline Lubert smiles at her desk in Roop. She
Plymouth University
recently recieved an Outstanding Faculty Award.
in the U.K. in 1992.
By MADISSON HAYNES
She believes it’s the people who
The Breeze
surround her who helped her
achieve this award.
The accomplishments of
“It’s a huge honour,” Lubert
two of JMU’s own faculty were said in an email. “I love my job,
recently recognized by the State and try to do it to the best of my
Council of Higher Education. ability. To have that recognised
These two faculty members by my peers is very humbling,
were honored by receiving the but I honestly could not have
Outstanding Faculty Award, and achieved it without the support,
were two of 12 recipients.
encouragement and enthusiasm
Caroline P. Lubert, a professor of a lot of other people, including
of mathematics and statistics, my family, my students and my

JMU colleagues.”
Lubert believes that helping
students reach their full potential
is the most important aspect of
what she does.
“I am hoping that one of
[the] things that will happen as
a result of this award will be a
raised awareness of all the great
things that are happening in the
STEM disciplines at JMU, with
the consequence that a greater
number of students will be
encouraged to take science and
mathematics classes,” Lubert said.
Tori Brown (’16) is now
the marketing director and
physician liaison at the New
Hope Center for Reproductive
Medicine. Brown had Lubert as
a professor while attending JMU.
She studied abroad in England
with Lubert and learned about
science, architecture and history
in English culture. Brown became
close with Lubert on this study
abroad trip, and Brown refers to
her by her first name.
“The experience I had while
see AWARD, page 4

By MAKENA
RAFFERTY-LEWIS
The Breeze

As the weather in Harrisonburg
gets colder, the outdoor activities
available become limited.
Massanutten Mountain is a place
that offers students an escape from
winter boredom and cooped up

Teach an activity!
-Canoe
-Gymnastics
-English Riding
-Softball
-Basketball
-Hockey
-Lacrosse
-Art
-Theatre
-Dance
-Pottery
Call us today!
1-800-997-4347

classrooms. The mountain is close
to JMU and offers snowy slopes for
skiing and snowboarding, an ice
skating rink and snow tubing
There are many specials
available during the week for lift
tickets and rentals at Massanutten.
If you are a member of the JMU ski
and snowboard racing team you
can also receive a discount on the

Come teach
your passion
this summer.
Looking for males and
females to join our staff
at Tripp Lake camp for
Girls in Poland, Maine.
Positions run June to
August. Apply online at
www.tripplakecamp.com

special value season pass.
According to Guy deBrun, the
assistant director for adventure
and challenge course programs
at JMU, UREC offers an event
called ski spree during the winter
that happens on Thursday nights.
Students can ski or snowboard at
see WINTER, page 4
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AWARD | Former student attributes professor’s award to ‘impressive’ teaching

ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE

Marketing professor Theresa Clarke has taught at JMU for roughly 16 years.
from page 3

I studied abroad was one of the greatest experiences I had while at
JMU, and Caroline played a huge part in that,” Brown said in an email.
“Caroline made sure to relate everything she taught back to something
we could see applied in the real world.”
Brown believed Lubert’s engagement with her students made her

stand out.
“I think Caroline deserved to win this award because she is an
outstanding professor and person,” Brown said. “Each of the students
that were on our study abroad trip formed a different type of connection
[with] her as a professor and as a friend.”
Brown recalled the first encounter she had with Lubert that set her
apart. Brown said, “She was explaining what she did for a living before
she started teaching and she said, ‘Well, I’m sort of a rocket scientist,’
like it was nothing.”
Clarke, who began her teaching career at JMU in 2001, was the
second recipient of this award. She expressed that she was honored
to be recognized for her work.
“Throughout my career I struggled with tough choices about how
to expend time across teaching, research, and service,” Clarke said in
an email. “I often questioned if I was efficiently balancing my efforts
among these areas while effectively integrating between these areas.
Receiving this award validates that I made some good decisions with
respect to balance and integration.”
Clark expressed gratitude while speaking about her nomination,
and remains optimistic about her future as an educator.
“I am so happy that my work resulted in positive statewide
recognition for JMU,” Clarke said. “I feel grateful for the strong support
team involved in preparing my nomination package, particularly
colleagues from JMU’s Center for Faculty Innovation. I hope to pay
it forward by supporting future nominees. Winning the award puts
me in a more informed position to serve as a mentor for other JMU
professors.”

The professors have received admiration from students and other
faculty members on behalf of their awards.
One of Clarke’s former students, Christine Van de Houten (’16), has
become successful since graduating from JMU. Houten is now a sales
analyst for MicroStrategy. She believes that it was Clarke’s specific
teaching methods that made her class unforgetable.
Professor “Clarke’s teaching style is ‘motherly,’” Van de Houten said
in an email. “You could tell she [went into] teaching because she had
a passion she wanted to share and because she wanted you to learn,
not because she wanted a paycheck.”
Van de Houten believes that Clarke’s class prepared her for the real
world.
“The structure of the class is incredibly reflective of the work
environment that I am in now, which is far more valuable to learn in
college than knowing some multiple choice answers like most classes
teach you,” Van de Houten said.
Lubert and Clarke have showed outstanding success both in and out
of their career scope. They both contain qualities SCHEV has deemed
appropiate to become recipients of these awards.
“She earned this award because she lacks in no areas. Her teaching
style is impressive, and valuable, and her kindness and love for
students in unmatchable,” Houten said about Clarke.
Brown showed Lubert in a similar light. “For the rest of my life, when I
look back on my time abroad, Caroline and the lessons I learned from her,
both in and out of the classroom, will be one of the first things I mention.”
CONTACT Madisson Haynes at hayneslx@dukes.jmu.edu

WINTER | JMU students often frequent Massanutten to practice snow sports
from page 3

Massanutten from 4-9 p.m. for
only $26. A University Program
Board sponsored bus takes
students up to the mountain for
free.
Various other discount days
for ice skating, tubing and
skiing or snowboarding include
“College night special,” which
allows students to buy an 8-hour
lift ticket for $40 on Wednesdays
and Fridays, and “College day”
on Tuesdays where students get
50 percent off an ice rink session
ticket.
Massanutten Resort also holds
an event in the winter called
“Monday Night Madness.” This
is a charity event where people
can buy lift tickets for $20, and 50
cents from each ticket goes to the
charity of the week.
“We have worked with those
charities for a number of years so
we have a list of 10 of them that
we rotate through each season,”
Hess said. “They get different
weeks.”
These charities include the
Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals, the
Shenandoah Valley Bicycle
Coalition and the Rockingham

Free Clinic.
According to Hess, the
charities are guaranteed $350 if
it’s not a busy day, or if there’s
not enough snow.
There are deals on lift tickets
and rentals for students at
Massanutten mountain almost
every day of the week.
According to Kenny Hess,
the director of sports and risk
management at Massanutten,
the resort generally has enough
snow to be open until the third
weekend of March.
“Sometimes it’s a little later
and sometimes it’s a little earlier
— it just depends on the winter,”
Hess said.
Massanutten is only 20
minutes away from JMU, which
makes it uniquely convenient.
This is why Hess believes it is
such a great outlet for students.
“You can come up after class
and be home in time to eat or go
back out,” Hess said.
Hess estimates that about
100 students work at the winter
activities on the mountain.
According to Hess, anyone who
works at the resort gets free
passes to the ice rink, skiing and
snowboarding, and tubing.
Simon Hellman, a junior

computer information systems
major and the social chair of
the JMU ski and snowboard
racing team, believes that getting
involved with the team is a great
way to be social and and be a part
of something at JMU.
“Looking back at that first year
it definitely helped me with the
transition to college,” Hellman
said. “Most of my friends here I
met through the team.”
Although
their
practice
mountain is Bryce Mountain,
according to Hellman, “On any
given day there is bound to be
a bunch of our members at
Massanutten as well,” he said.
The team generally only
has a few practices a year at
Massanutten when they need
to utilize their terrain park to
practice slopestyle.
“Massanutten is a great little
mountain,” Hellman said. “There
are even a couple fairly long
runs, which is hard to find this
far south. The best thing about
it is that it is right down the
road and they do college nights
with discounted lift tickets.”
CONTACT Makena
Rafferty-Lewis at raffermf@
dukes.jmu.edu.

CASSIDY HARVEY / THE BREEZE

Members of the ski and snowboarding club can enjoy the snow on Massanutten Mountain, which is open until March.

the dukes win

we are the champions
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BENJAMIN WOLFIN | midnight on the porch

Meryl Streep inspired positive change
As the new year has come
and gone, so too will the
inauguration of the next
president of the U.S. The
one aspect of society today
that has no determined end
in sight is division among
citizens. The Golden Globes,
which aired on Jan. 8, gave
a solution to some of the
current problems within the
country. The awards show also gave the perfect
meaning to the statement, “in the right place at
the right time.”
This awards show is presented by the Hollywood
Foreign Press, and words throughout the night
would be analyzed by award winners. In a CNN
article written on Jan. 8, Brian Lowry said that the
awards “are a snapshot of the hostile atmosphere
between the president-elect and the arts/
entertainment community.”
One of the first recipients, Hugh Laurie, winner
for Best Supporting Actor in a Series, Miniseries
or Motion Picture for TV, said that this will be
the “last ever Golden Globes” implying that the
award ceremony would look bad to the Trump
administration with the words “Hollywood,”
“foreign” and “press.”
Meryl Streep stole the show. Streep, one of the
most revered actresses in the country, delivered
a perfectly situated speech after receiving the
Cecil B. DeMille Award for career achievement.
The speech took aim at the rebuff between the
Hollywood Foreign Press and the incoming
administration. This talk was directed to all of the

attendees. Streep said that they all have a duty to
protect the vilified press in order to assure that
those in power are held accountable to the same
standards as everyday citizens.
As the overwhelming applause continued,
Streep attacked Trump’s views on people from
foreign countries when she listed where some of
her fellow actors and actresses come from and
said, “If we kick ‘em all out, you’ll have nothing to
watch but football and mixed-martial arts, which
are not the arts.” Many people argued about the
appropriateness of this speech. That argument is
completely invalid.
The Greek word “kairos” is defined as a time
when conditions are right for the accomplishment
of a crucial action. Twenty million viewers plus
a room full of celebrities can spark a change of
thought.
Those who argue against the speech must also
take a look at how freedom of speech is being
impeded on by elected officials. In a Jan. 9 article,
Donald Moynihan argues that private institutions
and public universities across the country are
being limited in their teachings based on the sole
fact that there is “a battle between the traditional
values of free speech and identity politics with
tolerance for disagreement being erased by an
insistence recognizing micro-aggressions, safe
spaces and trigger warnings.”
Examples such as this are seen as weakening the
American way of life and discourages free speech.
Public institutions are cutting educational lessons
because it’s seen as an instructor’s ideological
agenda that citizens within the country are
becoming too politically correct or easily triggered.

People who argue against a simple speech at an
awards show must then question how students will
get their real world relevance.
As a college student, I’ve been exposed to
political debate in classes and have never seen
freedom of speech interfered by an outside
monitoring group. I hope to hear of Streep’s
example in future lessons, and hear everyone’s
thoughts whether they agree with mine or not.
People must hear all sides of an argument for
change to occur.
Statements such as the one presented on
Twitter by the president-elect that said, “Meryl
Streep, one of the most overrated actresses in
Hollywood, doesn’t know me but attacked me
last night at the Golden Globes. She is a Hillary
flunky who lost big.”
Rather than the next U.S. president diminishing
someone’s opinion during an acceptance speech,
Trump should give an example to all people that
he and all others can have civil discourse. Many
people are divided on the speech, whether it was
warranted or not. However, it’s the personal duty
of those in power to promote public speaking, not
to belittle it.
When the moment of “kairos” comes along
it must be taken. Society will see no change if
freedom of speech is cut off. It’s the job of the
incoming administration to protect the voices of
all people and allow people like Meryl Streep to be
heard and to encourage two-way communication.
Benjamin Wolfin is a junior writing, rhetoric
and technical communication major. Contact
Benjamin at wolfinbj@dukes.jmu.edu.

ALLYN LETOURNEAU | Letournalism

COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Meryl Streep backstage at the 74th Annual Golden Globe Awards.

RISHMITA AICH | pride and prejudice

A year misunderstood Going against our
2016 wasn’t as bad as people think
As the new year began and many spent time reflecting on 2016, I noticed that a lot of
people on social media held the notion that it was an awful year. By the way people were
discussing it, it seemed as though the entire internet hated everything that happened in
2016 by the way people were discussing it.
From the election that devastated the world and the terrorist attacks across the globe,
to the loss of many notable celebrities and icons, many impactful things happened over
the past year. CNN’s 2016 In Review Fast Facts list focused primarily on shootings, politics
and business, solidifying itself as one of the most depressing collections of memories I’ve
ever read summing up a year.
Acknowledging negativity over time only amplifies the weight of its impact. Obviously
if we only talk about what was bad last year, it will seem as if the entire 366 days were a
bust. However, if we shift our perspective and quit dwelling on what went wrong in 2016, it’s quite easy to see
that last year was one of the greatest that our generation, and especially JMU, has experienced yet.
Our very own football team just had an amazing season with a championship win, the DAPL was stopped
dead in its tracks, JMU’s Relay for Life raised over $280,000, and the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge helped researchers
find the gene responsible for the disease. The music industry also made great strides, with masterpieces such
as Frank Ocean’s “Blonde,” Anderson .Paak’s “Malibu” and Kanye West’s “The Life of Pablo” being released.
The Paris Climate Change agreement also came into force, with 55 countries aiming to reduce their emissions
damaging the environment. The National Museum of African American History and Culture opened its doors
on the Mall in D.C., the Pentagon lifted its ban on transgender people serving in the armed forces, and the
panda is no longer an endangered species. These are just a handful of the great things that 2016 brought to us.
Focusing on the negative events in life can make anything seem dreary and hopeless and is exactly the
kind of energy that we don’t need to take into 2017 and a new semester. We’re now FCS champions who get
to enjoy life in the heart of the breathtaking Shenandoah Valley surrounded by a school with a vast number
of intelligent and wonderful people. Let’s carry the positive energy that 2016 had into this new year and look
forward to the beautiful chapter that 2017 will be.
Allyn Letourneau is a junior biophysical chemistry major. Contact Allyn at letourag@dukes.jmu.edu.

STEPHANIE MORALES / THE BREEZE

global neighbors

2016 will definitely be
remembered for scarring us with
several morbid memories — first
Brexit, then a series of terrorist
attacks in Europe simultaneously
taking place with the outbreak
of a deadly war in Syria and an
equally deadly virus in Brazil,
and finally, with the deaths of
some of our beloved celebrities.
So, after a prolonged spell of
demise, disease and defeat, the foregone year has
set the alarm bells ringing for us to buckle up for the
new year.
Along with being presented with the dreadful
decision between a populist revolt and an almost
corrupt form of globalism, the identity politics have
also given birth to a selfish point of view, where
nationalism is adopted over the spirit of international
community. Moreover, welcoming other cultures
into the country is shunned as a charity program
designed to foster the outsider. The slippery concept
of nationalism was further manipulated by politicians
who invented false promises to make countries
seemingly safer by remaining within the boundaries
of one’s own race.
This kind of ethnic nationalism was almost out
of sight for about 70 years after the calamitous
consequences of World War II, but the recent spike
in terrorism and the outbreak of war in the Middle
East has further extinguished the spirit of global unity.
The mass-propagated fear that produces the necessity
for protection and security within one’s own race first
reared its ugly head after Europe, considered as one
of the least terror-prone regions, was attacked by
terrorists.
The Paris, Nice and Belgium attacks shook the West
right to its core. In response, politicians promised to
minimize immigration as if it was the sole method
of reducing terrorism. And then, with a sly play of
words, America’s bloodstream was soon infected with
a skepticism toward immigrants.
The president-elect called this tactic “the truthful

A great big “purple-and-gold”
pat to an awesome football
team and coaching staff. GO
DUKES!!!
From a Dukes fan.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

Editorial Policies
The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through
letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 words. Guest
columns must be no more than 650 words.

A “welcome-back” pat to all
my proud Dukes returning from
winter break.
From a lonely senior who’s
ready for the final leg of his JMU
journey.

hyperbole” in his 1987 memoir, “The Art of the
Deal.” “It’s an innocent form of exaggeration — and
a very effective form of promotion,” he said. Thus,
it’s debatable whether the drive to make America
great again is stemming from the wistful nostalgia of
Ronald Reagan’s presidency or from a relapsed post9/11 paranoia.
Similarly, on the other side of the pond, the
potential loss of jobs to Poles and Hungarians sent a
chill down the spines of the Britons who opted to wall
out the immigrants by voting against the European
Union. There, the real sympathies shifted to the plight
of the working class over forming an allegiance to
some struggling nation riven with inequalities. With
the growing threat of France leaving the European
Union and the government falling into the hands
of xenophobic nationalists in Poland and Hungary,
the collapse of the European Union is a sword that
dangles over the head of Europeans in 2017. The
potential disintegration of the EU clearly depicts
how ethnic nationalism has bred a certain kind of
collectivity that shares grounds with segregation
and racism. This form of chauvinistic patriotism was
coined by British philosopher Henry James as the
“concentrated patriot,” or citizens who use patriotism
as an excuse to actively ignore their responsibility as
citizens of the world.
This rapidly evolving phenomenon could sweep
2017 with the same nostalgia that turned Trump
into a legitimate candidate. Calling the nationalistic
spirit as a predecessor to segregation would be an
overstatement, but overlooking the disintegration as
mere disturbance could only aggregate this pattern.
We don’t have to foresee anything so dire as the
dystopian future of a divided world, but with these
rapid changes in the political geography of the world,
I think it’s our responsibility as global citizens to
embrace the value of cohesive moral communities
rather than just our national identities.
Rishmita Aich is a junior media arts and design
major. Contact Rishmita at aichrx@dukes.jmu.
edu.

A “you-missed-a-spot”
dart to Facilities Management,
which does a marvelous
job clearing snow on every
inch of campus EXCEPT the
Arboretum.
From an Arboretum lover
who wanted to visit but didn’t
want to risk an accident on the
slippery roads.
A “keep-it-sylly” pat to
Syllabus Week for being you.
From a senior who’s loving it.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

A “what-would-I-dowithout-you?” pat to my
housemates for being my
therapist.
From a thankful roommate.
A “why-are-you-still-here?”
dart to the now seventh mouse I
found in my apartment.
From a senior who really,
really hates rodents and wants
your presence terminated.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and
must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current student
(or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place of residence
if author is not a JMU student.
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ARMIN HARACIC | armchair anecdotes

We must increase social capital
The Republican Revolution is here, or as I like to call it, “The best we can do since
45 percent of the voting population decided to not to show up on election day.” At the
forefront, we have Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, a tobacco-shilling fusion
of Orville Redenbacher and Skeletor, and Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, a man more
wood and clockwork than flesh and blood.
Our duly elected leaders have two options ready for initialization. Will they craft
legislation to help improve wages and reduce the number of people under the poverty
line and inventing pathways for social mobility? Or will they repeal the Affordable Care
Act, which would involve nearly 20 million people losing their health insurance, efface
3 million jobs in sectors ranging from health to construction, possibly leading to a $1.5
trillion reduction in state product from 2019 to 2023? Which do you think they decided

will only listen to you if you’re wealthy or in a position of substantial influence. Politicians in states like
North Carolina have used their powers to further accentuate America’s oligarchical hierarchies with
vote suppressing measures such as cutting a week of early voting, eliminating out-of-precinct voting and
requiring voters show specific forms of ID. According to The Washington Post, Republican consultant
Carter Wrenn admitted that the “voter fraud” angle was nothing more than an excuse to craft legislation
to “protect their voting majority.”
It’s no surprise then that these North Carolina GOP legislators denied racism was at play when election
board data indicated that their propositions would disproportionately impact African-Americans and
other minorities.
To curb this oligarchical virus from taking hold of yet another generation, the first step is to constantly be
aware of what our local legislators are planning. A list of all the laws on deck for the 2017 Virginia Legislative
to act on first?
Session is available at lis.virginia.gov, and I’d recommend reading over
It’s a shame this new health care-gutting Congress is the best we
it on a daily basis if you fear bureaucratic exploitation. Second, find
We must hold fire over our representatives’
can do as a voting population, especially us millennials who now
out if there are any seats up for grabs in any upcoming elections. You
outnumber baby boomers as the largest American age block. Yet
can find a link on The Breeze’s website of the Virginia elections in 2017
silk-covered bottoms through substantial
according to Robert Putnam’s book “Bowling Alone,” social capital, or
including the November 7, 2017 election for governor.
civic education and engagement.
social networks designed to promote collective action, have declined
Next, consider getting involved in or creating a political organization
in recent years to the point where democracy itself may be in danger
based on issues important to you and become disciplined in either
of losing its legitimacy. Putnam states that “we sign fewer petitions
promoting candidates/policy initiatives, or at the very least perpetually
and belong to fewer organizations” resulting in perpetual social
calling up the State Legislature and demanding certain measures either
isolation that creates a civic society increasingly cut off from its political systems. We must hold fire over be implanted or forgone.
our representatives’ silk-covered bottoms through substantial civic education and engagement, particularly
Social capital is ugly. It’s uncomfortable, stressful, may produce pink eyes, strep throats and dizziness,
at the local level, if we ever want them to start pursuing issues that we, the American taxpayers, want and traditionally accompanied by the consumption of THC-infused pastries. Yet without it, the American
not what their donors and fundraisers crave.
oligarchic system will continue to degrade the populace with stagnating wages, depressed incomes and
After all, a study done by Martin Giles and Ben Page in the Cambridge University Press found that corroded social mobility, all under the guise of “protecting traditional values” instead of promoting societal
economic elites and groups representing business interests have significant influence over government progress.
policy that’s passed, while “average citizens and mass-based interest groups” have little to no influence.
The U.S. government only works for us if we demand it to, for as our 26th president, Theodore Roosevelt,
John Cassidy of The New Yorker expands upon these findings by stating that policies promoted by middle said, “Patriotism means to stand by the country. It does not mean to stand by the president or any other
to low income citizens have higher chances of getting enacted only if they’re congruently promoted by public official.”
high-income citizens.
These findings essentially facilitate the idea that America looks increasingly oligarchic, a system that Armin Haracic is a senior political science major. Contact Armin at haraciax@dukes.jmu.edu.

DAN FORD | contributing columnist

Career politicians aren’t corrupt
authored the irreplaceable Bill of Rights, and served as Jefferson’s
secretary of state in the decades prior to his own presidency, and is also
considered one of our nation’s greatest public servants. These are two
of many examples that disprove the notion that our founders believed
career politicians to be “un-American” and dangerous to the success
of our government.
A second belief held by those who seek term limits on our
Congressional officials is that career politicians are simply too caught
up in the limelight of politics to actually provide for their constituents
and are thus poorer public servants than those who only serve a term
or two. As the two aforementioned examples manifest, as well as
those presented below, this argument is flawed. A century following
our country’s founding, Teddy Roosevelt entered the political scene,
spending much of his career in politics, holding countless governing
positions in his home state of New York as well as numerous federal
positions in the many years preceding his own presidency, and is yet
considered by many historians to be one of our nation’s greatest public
servants.
So, too, did Franklin Delano Roosevelt spend nearly his entire
professional career as a politician, serving many state and federal

positions prior to being elected our nation’s 32nd president; and, yes,
he’s also considered to be one of our country’s greatest presidents,
guiding us through the Great Depression as well as World War II.
Holding elected officials accountable for their actions is absolutely
necessary for the success of a democratically elected government. Such
accountability may be best realized in re-election campaigns. Each time
a politician seeks re-election, their congressional record is scrutinized by
voters, thereby holding the actions of these officials accountable to those
they serve. If voters determine that the candidate has disregarded the will
of the people, they have the opportunity to replace the official with one
who they hope will act in greater accordance with constituent desires.
Yet, if a constituent base finds perpetual approval with the actions
of their federal legislators, why demand that they seek a new person
to represent them in congress? Solving the crisis of congressional
corruption begins with eliminating large donations by companies for
candidates and their super PACs, not by prohibiting congressional
officials from serving as many terms as they’re elected to serve.
Dan Ford is a junior international affairs and international business
double major. Contact Dan at forddm@dukes.jmu.edu.

2016 national champs

way to go dukes

In an effort to end congressional corruption, there’s a seemingly
common understanding that those we elect to represent us in the federal
government must begin serving constitutionally limited fixed terms in
Congress, rather than being allowed to serve an unlimited number of
terms, as is currently the case. I find this thinking to be flawed.
The desire to force those in Congress to serve fixed terms stems from a
couple beliefs. The first being that the simple notion of career politicians
is “un-American” and not what our founders had hoped would become
of our country’s elected officials. It’s simply not true that the reality of
career politicians is unique to the modern era and runs against the hopes
of our founders. In fact, four of our five founding-father presidents —
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and James Monroe
— would certainly be considered to have been career politicians.
Jefferson, of course, authored the Declaration of Independence,
served as the first U.S. foreign ambassador to France, served as George
Washington’s secretary of state, and served as John Adams’ vice president
in the decades preceding his presidency, and is yet considered one of our
nation’s greatest public servants. Similarly, Madison, at the young age
of 29, was a member of the Continental Congress, penned many of the
persuasive essays that have become known as the “Federalist Papers,”
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Welcome to Avengarde
Alumnus writes fantasy novel after finding interest in creative writing as undergraduate

Hefner remembers Barnes from his class
years ago, and said he was enthusiastic about
his creativity and excitement for the course
material. Barnes expressed his desires to be a
published author to his professor during the
time he spent in his class.
“I sort of knew this was on his radar and I’m
really impressed to see that he’s done this; it’s
really terrific,” Hefner said.
The story is written in a medieval time frame
and told through the eyes of the protagonist
Taveol. Barnes intentionally avoided fantasy
hero stereotypes by making Taveol’s character
elderly and disabled. Taveol’s mind is his
strongest element.
In an attempt to escape the villains of his past,
Taveol has found refuge within Avengarde.
“I’ve always thought of fantasy as a really
good way to examine our world through kind of
a distorted mirror,” Barnes said. “Basically, you
can examine and pick apart ideas and concepts,
put them in a different light and expose truth or
expose a different perspective.”
Barnes chose the title “Avengarde” because
he felt as if the city was a representation of the
many that refuse to let go of the hatred and
racism that’s existed for centuries. In the city of
Avengarde, power shifted constantly and rulers
were known for replacing buildings constructed
by previous rulers with their own constructions.
Because of this, the city is multilayered, with the
architecture of the old city at the bottom and the
COURTESY OF ZACHARY BARNES new at the top. Barnes described it as a “fungus
expanding on itself.”
Zachary Barnes (’14) has loved reading fiction and creative writing since his childhood. He recently released his first novel, titled “Avengarde,” in November of 2016.
Lani Furbank, Barnes’ girlfriend of six years,
has been very supportive of Barnes’ work and is
excited for his story to finally reach the public.
By JAZMINE OTEY AND ABBY CHURCH
high school that he unexpectedly found his love for writing while
“Writing has always been very important to him, especially since
The Breeze
taking a creative writing course. Four years later, during his senior he had this idea that he thought could really become something,”
year at JMU, he found inspiration to write “Avengarde.”
Furbank said. “It was just such a powerful story that he needed to
Known as an outcast, fictional character Taveol is desperate to
The book was mostly influenced by a seminar Barnes took with get out, so it was very fascinating to watch.”
get away from the villains that are constantly chasing him through professor Brooks Hefner.
The fantasy novel took Barnes nearly three years to create and
Avengarde.
“American Pulp,” a class that Hefner teaches every few years, is he’s excited to see it in the hands of others. He also intends for
“Avengarde” is a fantasy novel that portrays a fictional human an honors seminar that looks at the history of American popular “Avengarde” to be part of a stand-alone book within a trilogy.
race that’s forced to face constant battles against racism and and sensational genre fiction that moves from the 1790s to the
The theme Barnes most predominantly conveys in his novel
hatred, topics that are unfortunately still prevalent in today’s 1950s. Students in the class read a variety of pieces that were once is that “hating the ‘other’ can and often does lead to atrocities.”
society. The story takes place in Avengarde, the titular ancient popular but have since fallen off the radar and work with the pulp He explained that he wanted readers “to understand that
city, perched on the edge of nowhere and characterized by its magazine collections in Carrier Library.
sympathizing — even empathizing — with people who are very
widespread hatred. The book came on shelves Nov. 16 and is
Hefner’s seminar helped form the moral message of “Avengarde” different from them is possible.”
authored by Zachary Barnes, a JMU alumnus (’14), who majored and in the seminar Barnes came to the realization that “all fiction
Barnes doesn’t expect to change the world through his novel.
in music education.
is rooted in its time.” The class teaches that texts might be popular Instead, he hopes to change the minds and the actions of those
“For me it was the change at JMU, I was moving on to a new at the time they were written because they speak to the historical around him, even if it’s just a small group.
chapter in my life,” Barnes said. “I had this very poignant image of concerns of the moment, and that popular pieces in different time
“Maybe I can influence a small part of people to have a better
a character and soon after that I had a dream. It was a vivid scene periods may be saying something vital about “what people were thought, to have a different thought and maybe — maybe —
where this innkeeper gets kicked out of his own inn by his patrons obsessed with at the time.”
that will influence … their words and their destiny,” Barnes said.
and I thought that was just so ironic.”
Barnes used this to his advantage when writing his novel. He
As a child, Barnes read constantly and occasionally wrote stories claims that timeliness should be embraced, since social progress CONTACT Jazmine Otey and Abby
with his younger sister for fun. But it wasn’t until his senior year of might depend on art reflecting or debating a specific situation.
Church at breezearts@gmail.com.

A band ever evolving
English group tops charts with ‘Night People’

By MADDELYNNE PARKER
The Breeze

In 2004, five English boys came together to form a band called You Me At
Six. The boys had no idea that their passion for music would quickly drive
“Night People” them to the top of the charts. While we were learning to drive and struggling
to define a moment in 140 characters, You Me At Six captured the ears of

major record labels and England’s airwaves.
Released Jan. 6, 2017
The band released its first full-length LP, “Take Off Your Colors,” in
2008 when the average bandmate was 18 years old. The release sparked
conversation within the British mainstream as the band’s potential to become as successful as Fall Out Boy
and Panic! At The Disco became clear due to its similar sound and audience.
In 2012, You Me At Six played as a part of the U.S.’s Warped Tour in order to bring its name to U.S. markets
and promote the release of its third album, “Sinners Never Sleep.” For new listeners, this album is the perfect
starting point because it encompasses the band’s past and its goals for the future that fans still hear today.
Since then, the band has released two more albums — “Cavalier Youth” and “Night People” — with world
tours following each. “Cavalier Youth” peaked at No. 1 on the U.K. Official Album Chart and set up a great
anticipation among fans globally for its next studio album.
On Jan. 6, You Me At Six released its fifth studio album, “Night People.” Through the creation of this album
the band has proved that even though its sound has evolved, its passion and strength for song writing has
not. Of its 10 tracks, You Me At Six wrote eight songs entirely themselves and contracted outside help on
two of them.
“Night People” is currently No. 1 on the U.K. midweek Official Album Chart, and is in good standing to take
the No. 1 spot for its first release week. It’s beating artists like Little Mix, George Michael and David Bowie.
The title track is the first on the album. “Night People” works well to set up the more alternative and punkrock instrumentals found on the album, while producing a great first example as to what You Me At Six is
capable of. “It’s what you want it’s / It’s what you need,” lead vocalist Josh Franceschi repeats, making these
You Me At Six

Apply
& Sign
BY JANUARY 15
FOR $0 DOWN!

lyrics the anthem of the album.
Following “Night People” on the tracklist is “Swear.” This song works as another example of You Me At
Six’s sound by possessing a repetitive but catchy chorus Franceschi is known for writing. He sings, “I swear
/ I don’t really want to talk it out / this life is a battle ground / And who really wants to hear the sound / That
comes out of your mouth.”
“Swear” is that catchy pop-rock song you may find yourself singing on any occasion. It also makes the
band’s early comparison to Fall Out Boy and Panic! At The Disco much clearer. The lyrics hold a deeper
meaning and get stuck in your head as easy as Fall Out Boy’s “Sugar, We’re Goin Down” did back in 2005.
You Me At Six’s use of guitar chords, rhythmic drums and dynamic vocals blend together in the song “Spell
It Out,” as it takes on the soft but powerful side of the band. The methodical guitar playing by Max Helyer
first pulls you in as Franceschi sings, “I’m not a savior, I ain’t no traitor / They’re the ones who lied to you.”
With this he creates an almost spiritual recitation of lyrics that breaks into a beautiful battle of sound and
vocals halfway through the track.
Intense feelings then begin to flow from the song as Franceschi sings, “Should I spell it out for you / No
one here is bulletproof.” It ends with the same opening lyrics and rhythm as the beginning and brings the
song to a perfect closing.
Finally, You Me At Six chose to close its new album with the song, “Give.” It’s a softer rock song that
emphasizes Franceschi’s vocals more so than the instrumentals. He croons as he tells a story of remembering
and longing for a past lover. With powerful lyrics and sound, You Me At Six redefines the classic love song
by giving a rock edge to the track.
Franceschi ends the song and the album with the lyrics, “What are you searching for? / What are you looking
for?” Invoking listeners’ feelings is one of the many characteristics that makes You Me At Six stand on its own.
You Me At Six is one of the most underrated rock bands to come from across the pond. It’s often overshadowed
by bands like Coldplay, Bring Me The Horizon and The Arctic Monkeys. Although the band hasn’t made it huge
in the U.S. yet, it’s the perfect band for any alternative or punk-rock fan who enjoys deep and empowering music.
CONTACT Maddelynne Parker at parkermn@dukes.jmu.edu.

Resort-style
Pool
24-Hour
Fitness Center
Executive
Study Center
Hammock Park
with BBQ Grills

CHELSEA GLOWACKI / THE BREEZE

Jake Parkhouse poses with Fluttershy, his favorite character from the
show ‘My Little Pony.’ He identifies with its sympathetic attitude.

1191 Devon Lane, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540.432.1001 | LiveTheHarrison.com
AMENITIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. SEE OFFICE FOR DETAILS.
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A taste of
local culture
PHOTOS BY MAEVE REISS / THE BREEZE

LEFT The Shenandoah Heritage Market offers many flavors of fudge, like peanut
butter-chocolate. RIGHT The jams have natural flavors, like blackberry and cherry.
By EMMA KORYNTA AND JOANNA McNEILLY
The Breeze

A windmill spins as the smell of apple pie is carried through the breeze. Just behind it, a large
building emits the scent of southern comfort food. The sound of banjos and classic carols fill the
room. Countless antique, food and specialty local item stores surround the building.
A man stands inside a shack selling freshly made gourmet popcorn, greeting all who walk in. While
this market may sound like a trip down South, these local country-style goods are only a 15-minute
drive from campus.
The Shenandoah Heritage Market has been open for over two decades and has about 20 locally
owned shops, including an antique store that sells items from area auctions and an old-fashioned
toy store that stays true to its name, Timeless Toys, with handmade yo-yos and classic stuffed teddy
bears.
Unlike other farmers markets, the shops are adjoined on the inside of a large warehouse, just like a
mini-mall, with each store different than the last.
The country-style grocery store, Grandma’s Pantry, is particularly popular at this farmers market,
according to one of the owners.
“We have a variety of customers,” Brenda Shenk, owner of Grandma’s Pantry, said. “I love dealing
with customers. Probably my favorite part of my job is just getting to know people.”
The range of freshly made treats and packages of premade mixes for at-home cooking draws both
locals and visitors to the Shenandoah Heritage Market, located just off South Main Street. Some
customers come in once a week to stock up on their favorite products, and other customers are
known to come once a year when they visit the nearby Massanutten Resort.
The store has a variety of locally made products, but there are a few that stand out.
“Fudge is huge, candy is huge, our Pimento cheese is good,” Shenk said. “I think part of that is
because we make it here.”
The employees of Grandma’s Pantry allow customers to sample their multiple fudge flavors made
in-store and even pair different cheeses with unique crackers to enhance their flavors.
Down the road is The Dayton Market, another farmers market with a variety of local vendors and

activities for friends and families.
Among the 20 stores, Landscapes in Miniature stands out as a creative shop where customers
come to make unique miniature gardens or fantasy lands to fit inside a small hanging orb.
An old wagon is filled with fake moss and tiny trees and glass is manipulated to look like a pond
with fish in it. This wagon is a scavenger hunt made by the owner, Pam Shank, for the people who
visit Landscapes in Miniature.
“When JMU students come in it’s hysterical,” Shank said. “I have students that will sit here for
hours trying to find the six frogs and the four little birds’ nests.”
Shank makes most of the premade gardens and globes herself, in addition to the classes she holds
for people to make their own fantasy land.
“Instead of getting someone flowers, we say, ‘Tell us something about them,’ and we’ll take parts of
that person,” Shank said.
And with little details about a mother-in-law who loves to quilt and a father-in-law who calls
himself a cowboy, Shank creates a miniature scene where a little rocking chair resides in the corner
with a tiny quilt in it, and right beside it lie a pair of cowboy boots and a hat.
“You can’t get [it] anywhere else,” Shank said.
Of course, farmers markets are known for their fresh foods and other treats, rendering a visit to
either of these markets incomplete without trying a taste of the local culture.
Megan Heatwole opened up her own shop, Taste of Virginia, after working for her mother at The
Cheese Shop in The Dayton Market.
Right after a store went out of business in the Market, the empty space gave Heatwole’s mother an
idea for her daughter to open her own store, a Made In Virginia shop that can sell locally harvested
honey, dried goods, coffee and a variety of cheeses.
“The products are from all different types of people like mom and pop’s, stuff like that,” Heatwole
said. “I’ve met a lot of people by doing this.”
These farmers markets offer a wide variety of stores from artisan cheese to miniature worlds,
offering students a chance to support local markets and get a brief break from campus.
CONTACT Emma Korynta and Joanna McNeilly at breezearts@gmail.com.
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A season to remember
JMU football overcomes grueling schedule to win national championship

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

JMU football players celebrate during the team’s 28-14 victory over Youngstown State University in the Football Championship Subdivision national championship game. The Dukes finished the year with a program-best 14 victories.
By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

There’s nothing easy about playing college football. Long, grueling
practices in the heart of summer test even the toughest players’ limits.
The word “soft” doesn’t exist in any coach’s vocabulary, and players will
do whatever’s necessary to put their opponents on the ground.
Every team in the Football Championship Subdivision faced a long,
difficult path between them and the national championship at the start
of the season, but JMU was forced to undergo one of the hardest.
The Dukes entered the season with their third head coach in four
years. They lost their first game of the playoffs in each of the previous
two seasons and had yet another tough conference schedule ahead of
them. Yet, despite everything that stood in their way, JMU prevailed.
“You look at going through three different coaching staffs, going
through some personal stuff on the team that we had to overcome,
even the schedule of games we had … we were able to come away with
winning every game at the FCS level,” Matt Frank, a redshirt senior

offensive lineman, said. “That’s incredible.”
JMU finished the season 14-1, including a perfect 9-0 record against
fellow Colonial Athletic Association teams. It beat all four teams that
finished behind them in the conference standings on the road.
During their playoff run, the Dukes faced the University of New
Hampshire, a team that was in the postseason for the 13th straight
year; Sam Houston State University, the highest scoring offense in the
FCS; North Dakota State University, the five-time defending national
champions; and Youngstown State University, a team under the guide of
respected head coach Bo Pelini. They outscored all four by a combined
115 points.
“All the hard work finally paid off,” senior wide receiver Brandon
Ravenel said. “Only one team gets this in the nation. And for that to
happen, it just made everything worth it.”
Not all of their wins came so easily. JMU was forced to overcome a
fierce comeback by New Hampshire during their first matchup. It went
head-to-head in a shootout with the University of Richmond and barely
edged by with a four-point victory. Against Villanova University, the

Dukes were able to win despite playing a majority of the game without
junior quarterback Bryan Schor.
“When you have a coaching staff such as Coach Houston’s come in
and really be that final piece to make it all click, to make everyone believe
and everyone work for one another just like a family, I feel like that’s what
brought us to the national championship,” redshirt senior linebacker
Gage Steele said. “Being all together, fighting as one and realizing what
we are fully capable of and not letting anything get in our way.”
Eleven starters from this championship team graduate this year,
leaving a much younger squad to carry on the success. The season
opener is eight months away, but everyone within the program believes
they’re bringing back a team that’s just as talented as the one that walked
off the field in Frisco, Texas, surrounded by confetti.
“I’m confident in every single one of them,” Steele said. “I know
they’re going to be hungry. They got the right coaching staff. They
got the right player personnel. I don’t see why they can’t do it again.”
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at breezesports@gmail.com.

Picking up the pace
After losing 11 of its first 12 games, JMU men’s basketball sits among CAA leaders with a 3-1 conference record
By KEVIN HASWELL
The Breeze

Early in Louis Rowe’s first season as head coach of the JMU men’s
basketball team, the Dukes struggled to put together back-to-back wins.
However, after starting the season 1-11, they’ve won four of their last
five games. This hot stretch has the Dukes at 3-1 in the Colonial Athletic
Association (5-12 overall), good enough for fourth place in the conference.
“We have been more focused; everyone has been ready to play,” junior
guard Joey McLean said. “Practice has been great as of late and we are
really just clicking.”
The Dukes have been led by the strong play of senior guard Jackson
Kent over the past five games. Kent, a 6-foot-7-inch guard from High
Point, North Carolina, is averaging 18.4 points per game while shooting
56 percent from the field over that span. His ability to shoot from beyond
the arc has played a major role as the Dukes turn around their season. He’s
shooting 45.8 percent from the three-point line over the five-game stretch.

“I’m just letting the game come to me, I haven’t been forcing things,”
Kent said. “I have been just taking what the defense has given me.”
On the season, JMU is shooting 31.8 percent from the three-point line,
which has them at seventh in the CAA. That’s up from its last mark in the
conference just a few weeks ago.
“Just being confident; coach has a lot of confidence in everyone on the
team and I have been thriving off it,” Kent said. “Us coming together as a
team has really boosted all of our confidence.”
JMU’s defense has been improving as of late as well. The Dukes are only
allowing 56.8 points per game over the past five games while averaging
70 points per game themselves. After watching avoidable turnovers and
defensive penalties cost them wins early in the season, the Dukes will need
to continue this success in order to continue to win games in conference
play.
“We have been focused on defense, filling the gaps, and making sure
we don’t get out of games,” McLean said.
When JMU wins, they tend to do so in dominant fashion. In four of their

five victories, they’ve won by double digits. The combination of hot threepoint shooting from Kent and the sudden defensive success has the Dukes
playing a new brand of basketball. One concerning stat is their record in
close games. The Dukes are just 1-5 in contests decided by nine points
or less, a mark that they’ll need to improve on if they plan on competing
for the CAA title.
“We just need to get the ball into the right person’s hand and I think our
defense needs to improve,” senior forward Tom Vodanovich said. “There is
a lot of games where we are in it at the end and we have a defensive lapse.
We just need to make sure we keep our defense up for the full 40 minutes.”
While the Dukes’ recent stretch shows optimism, JMU has a long way
to go before it can hoist the CAA championship trophy at the end of
the season.
The team’s next game will be Thursday, Jan. 12, at the Convocation
Center against the College of Charleston with opening tip at 7 p.m.
CONTACT Kevin Haswell at haswelkr@dukes.jmu.edu.

INDIAN AMERICAN CAFE
(540) 433 - 1177
Specializing in
Non- Vegetarian/ Vegetarian
Indian Cuisine

91 N. Main St., Harrisonburg, VA
Serving the area since 1993
CHELSEA CROUCH / THE BREEZE
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By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
The Breeze

Records are meant to be
broken.
There wasn’t one NBA team
in history that came back from a
3-1 deficit in the Finals before the
Cleveland Cavaliers did it against
the 73-9 Golden State Warriors
last season. The Chicago Cubs
won the 2016 World Series, ending
their 108-year championship
drought. The Clemson University
Tigers recently outlasted Nick
Saban’s dynasty of a football team,
somehow beating the undefeated
University of Alabama.
While some trends seem like
they’re going to last forever, they
all come to an end eventually.
That’s why, although Russell
Westbrook and the Oklahoma
City Thunder won’t earn a
top-three seed in the Western
Conference, he’ll still win MVP, a
trend that hasn’t been broken in
30 years.
Westbrook is putting up mindboggling stats, averaging 31.2
points per game, 10.6 rebounds

Thursday, January 12, 2017  

per game and 10.4 assists per
game. The last time an NBA
player averaged a triple-double
for an entire year was the 1961-62
season, when Oscar Robertson
achieved what has seemed to
be unachievable in recent years.
Westbrook’s field goal percentage
has gone down and his turnover
rate is at an all-time high, however
after losing Kevin Durant during
free agency, Westbrook knew his
role would jump immensely. He’s
no longer a star on the Thunder.
He is the Thunder.
It seems that having a superstar
of this caliber posting the numbers
mentioned above would have the
Thunder sitting pretty when it
comes to the Western Conference
standings. Wrong. The Thunder
are seventh in their conference.
But does the team’s record really
affect MVP voting as much as
people say it does? Yes. In the last
30 seasons, each MVP winner
has earned his team a top-three
seed. Westbrook’s stat line and
explosive style of play will break
that trend. He’ll finish the season
with more triple-doubles than

the rest of the NBA combined.
Although the team seeding
isn’t where it normally is, MVP
voters won’t be able to get over
the machine that Westbrook has
turned into. Other small stats that
could help his case are his careerhigh three-point percentage, and
the fact that he’s the clear favorite
to win the scoring title.
Westbrook is as valuable as it
gets to Oklahoma City. Without
Westbrook, the Thunder are left
out of the conversation for the
playoffs, and would be waiting
for a lottery pick to rebuild the
franchise. Westbrook not winning
MVP would be equal to not giving
the triple-crown winner the
baseball MVP, or the quarterback
who threw for 50 touchdowns
and five interceptions the MVP.
It just wouldn’t make sense. They
may not be close to winning
the West, but Westbrook will
most certainly have some
new hardware in his trophy
cabinet come summertime.
CONTACT Harry Holtzclaw
at holtzchw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Hurdling past the
competition

COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS

Junior hurdler Aereale Scott sprints ahead of the competition in JMU track and field’s first meet of the season.

By DANIEL WARE
The Breeze

Since Lebron James can’t win
the NBA MVP award every season,
one of the biggest debates going on
right now is who’s more deserving
of the award in 2016-17: James
Harden or Russell Westbrook?
Through 39 games of the NBA
season, I’d give Harden the nod.
That’s not to say Westbrook isn’t
impressive — he is. He’s had to do
everything for the Oklahoma City
Thunder (23-16) in his first season
playing without Kevin Durant,
who signed with the Golden State
Warriors in July 2016. Westbrook
has been a walking triple-double
this season and leads the league in
that category with 17 so far.
To put how difficult that is into
perspective, the Denver Nuggets
franchise has had 17 triple-doubles
in the last 24 years. Westbrook is
first in the league in scoring with
31.2 points per game, second in
assists with 10.4 dimes per game
and first among guards with
10.2 rebounds per game. Oscar
Robertson in 1961-62 is the only

player in NBA history to average
a triple-double in a single season,
and Westbrook has an outside shot
of becoming the second to do it.
But, as good as Westbrook has
been, Harden’s been better. He
averages 28.1 points per game,
a league-leading 11.8 assists per
game and 8.2 rebounds per game.
Westbrook’s number of tripledoubles is staggering, but Harden
is second in the league with 10.
The tiebreaker for me is how
each player’s team has performed
thus far. I’d say both teams are
comparable in the talent around
their star point guards — neither
team has a second All-Star caliber
player — yet the Houston Rockets
(30-9) are on pace to win 63 games
while Westbrook’s Thunder are on
pace to win 45 games.
The Rockets finished 41-41 last
season, which was good enough
for them to grab the eighth seed
in the playoffs. This year, under
the helm of new coach Mike
D’Antoni, Harden has flourished
in D’Antoni’s point guard-centric
offensive system. The Rockets are
on pace to make about 15 three

By HARRY HOLTZCLAW
The Breeze

The JMU track and field team has 41 athletes who
compete in five different types of events. Junior
hurdler Aereale Scott, who placed in two different
events last weekend at the team’s first event of the
season, is the only one who isn’t from the East
Coast.
JMU’s recruiting efforts don’t spread nationwide,
but this Dallas, Texas, native ended up with the
Dukes anyway.
“When I came on my visit, I was taken to E-Hall
and that’s a main reason I came here,” Scott said.
“The food was great compared to other colleges
and everything is very pretty around here. I love
the mountains and the valleys.”
The team participated in the Father Diamond
Invitational on Jan. 7 and won the event in
convincing fashion. Scott led the charge by taking
first place in the 60-meter hurdles.
Scott ran in six different competitions on the day,
winning the 60-meter podium with a run of 8.80
seconds. She also came in second out of 19 runners
in the 60-meter dash, posting a time of 7.76 seconds.
Last year, Scott ran these same two events, winning
the 60-meter hurdles with an even better time of
7.78 seconds and setting her own personal record
in the 60-meter dash at 7.73 seconds.
“Any time you’re running six races it takes a
toll on your body,” coach Ta’ Frias said. “She is
extremely strong, quick and powerful, which makes

11

pointers per game this year, which
would break the record of 13.13
set by last season’s Warriors, and
Harden’s only averaging three
made threes per game, meaning
he’s setting up his teammates for
a lot of easy perimeter shots.
How well a player elevates those
around him is a vital part of the
MVP argument. The Rockets are
very balanced offensively because
of Harden, and have eight different
players averaging more than seven
points per game, while the Thunder
have just four. Harden’s paasing
makes him a constant threat.
Overall, Harden has a more
positive impact on the game and
his team than Westbrook does.
Westbrook may be the most Vineable athlete in sports right now,
but Harden has the Rockets, only
2.5 games out of first place, in
position to compete for the No.
1 seed with half of the season
remaining. While Westbrook
has been sensational, Harden’s
been the more valuable player.
CONTACT Daniel Ware at
waredt@dukes.jmu.edu.

for a phenomenal track athlete.”
But this success on the track has always been
next to Scott’s name. At Plano West High School,
she holds the school record for 100-meter hurdles
(13.93 seconds) and 300-meter hurdles (43.64
seconds). Scott was a regional 100-meter champion
her senior year of high school, which qualified her
for the state championship. Even as a freshman she
won the team’s Rookie of the Year Award.
Scott wasn’t the only reason the Dukes
dominated the Father Diamond Invitational. She
was accompanied by seven other Dukes who
finished first in an event on the day. Winning in
six events gave JMU a total of 194 points, 42 points
more than the second-place finisher George Mason
University.
“We had a solid performance coming off a threeweek break,” Frias said. “This meet was to get the
jitters out, but it is exciting to compete for the first
time of the season. I was very pleased with the
team’s performance as a whole.”
With a superb start to the season under their
belts, the Dukes think they’re poised to compete
for a conference title.
“We have a strong team going into conference
and CAAs,” senior long jumper Kennedy King said.
Up next for the Track and Field team is a road
trip to Lexington, Kentucky, to compete at the
Kentucky Invitational on Saturday, January 14.
CONTACT Harry Holtzclaw at
holtzchw@dukes.jmu.edu.
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THROUGH THE LENS | Celebrations following the FCS National Championship

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Senior wide receiver Brandon Ravenel is carried by JMU fans after the Football Championship Subdivision national championship game. The fans rushed the field in celebration after the Dukes clinched the title and earned their
program-best 14th win of the season. At the game in Frisco, Texas, the Dukes won 28-14 over Youngstown State on Jan. 7. This is JMU’s first time becoming champions since 2004, when it won 31-21 over the University of Montana.
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The Breeze reflects on the biggest win
for JMU football in 12 years.
By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

record for most rushing yards in a single season.
Abdullah was named the FCS Championship
Most Outstanding Player for his impact in the
FRISCO, Texas — Toyota Stadium is a 1,199- game.
mile drive from JMU football’s home field at
“We just wanted to go out on the right
Bridgeforth Stadium. The gametime tempera- note and we knew we had the team to do it,”
ture was in the low 20s and the university’s Abdullah said. “So to go out here and get that
students would have their first day of second accomplished, it’s something that we’ll rememsemester classes in less than 48 hours. None of ber forever.”
that stopped the JMU faithful from filling the
Defensively, the Dukes put together one of
stands to watch the Dukes beat Youngstown their most spectacular performances of the
State University 28-14 and win their second year. JMU racked up five sacks — the most
national championship in program history.
they’ve had in any game this season — and
Junior quarterback Bryan Schor threw for held the run-heavy Penguins to just 21 rushing
112 yards and a pair of touchdowns while yards. The team forced two turnovers, includsenior running back Khalid Abdullah added 101 ing an interception that bounced off the foot
rushing yards and two scores of his own. The of junior wide receiver Damoun Patterson and
Dukes appeared in their first Football Cham- into the hands of sophomore cornerback Curpionship Subdivision title game
tis Oliver.
since winning it all in 2004.
Redshirt senior linebacker and
Youngstown State entered the
defensive captain Gage Steele fingame boasting one of the stingiished the game with six tackles,
est defensive fronts in the nation,
including two sacks. The Penbut JMU was able to get ahead
guins only managed to find their
early and never look back.
way into the red zone twice, as
Gage Steele
Both of Schor’s touchdown linebacker and
the Dukes’ relentless and physipasses came on back-to-back defensive captain
cal play forced them into facing
drives in the first quarter. Red18 third downs. Youngstown State
shirt senior linebacker Justin
was able to score its second touchWellons blocked the Penguins’ punt on their down with 10 seconds left, but by then the game
first possession of the game, setting up a quick was already out of reach.
two-play drive that ended with junior tight
“This is going to be a moment that we talk
end Jonathan Kloosterman making a leaping about for the rest of our lives,” Steele said. “It’s
end zone grab. Schor hit senior wide receiver a very special feeling to have a team that you’ve
Rashard Davis on an 18-yard touchdown pass been through a lot with … We just came together
on their next drive to put the Dukes up by two as a group of guys and decided we all had one
touchdowns.
goal and we achieved that today.”
“I think that’s what we’ve tried to do all
JMU fans provided for a rowdy atmosphere.
year is get off to a fast start,” head coach Mike They were loud when their team’s defense was
Houston said. “And certainly that’s easier said on the field, and cheered — with streamers
than done … I think it was a culmination of all and all — every time JMU scored. The Dukes
three phases working together and really click- have come a long way. Back-to-back early playing there early in the ballgame that got us two off exits, a head coaching change and one of
quick scores.”
the toughest conferences in the FCS stood
Abdullah wrapped up one of the most pro- in JMU’s way of reaching Frisco. But against
lific seasons by a running back in JMU history all odds, the Dukes are national champions.
with a strong performance in the final game of
his college career. He finished the contest with CONTACT Matt Weyrich at breezesports@
1,809 yards on the year, setting a new school gmail.com.

“This is going to be
a moment that we
talk about for the
rest of our lives.”

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Redshirt senior linebacker Gage Steele raises the National Championship trophy after the game on Saturday.
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Behind the scenes
of MadiZONE

By VICTORIA GIAMBOI
contributing writer

A white piece of paper is held up in the
air, reflecting the sun. The cameraman
zooms in on the paper, setting the “white
balance,” which renders colors accurately.
Only this time, it didn’t work.
Although it’s an unusually hot October
day, the cameramen must disregard the
sweaty conditions and focus on getting the
perfect shots of James Madison University’s
homecoming game. It takes hands-on
experience to film football games.
Chris Strunk, a media arts and design
major, and cameraman for the Video
Board Production team, maneuvers his way
through the student section to get the proper
white balance for his wireless camera. His
brow furrows after trying multiple times to
capture the right balance. He reaches for his
headset to discuss it with his boss.
“How’s the balance?” he repeats several
times.
Finally, after three times, the colors are
correct.
“It’s controlled chaos,” said Doug
Schmelter, a senior media arts and design
major who’s employed by MadiZONE
to shoot the games. “It’s the nature of a
live event. There isn’t any time to stop if
something goes wrong and you’re doing
everything on the fly.”
Camera operators have a constant stream
of instructions filling their headset. John
Hodges, technical director for MadiZONE,
tells the operators what shots to get.
“Camera four, I’m coming to you. Camera
four is up. Camera four, you’re clear.”
Four hours prior to kickoff, the camera
crew arrives at the field. Their day consists
of meetings, an hour of setup, a lunch break
and then filming of pregame warm-ups.
Strunk attaches the transmitter to the top
of the camera, which sends the signal to the
receiver by the press box. He then makes
sure the receiver is capturing the signal.
Then they must time sync all the cameras.
This puts them on the same clock so that
when the video is edited it can be pieced
together easily.
The camera operators film the players
stretching and help conduct interviews.
There are six cameras MadiZONE has
strategically placed to get the best shot.
The “Game” camera is up high to show
the entire play. The “High Tight” camera is
still high up but gets a closeup look on the
action to show the replay.
The “Slash” camera’s purpose is not to

shoot toward the end zone, but rather to get
a more head-on shot of the players coming
toward the end zone. The “Low End Zone”
camera is at ground level.
The hand-held camera focuses on the
sideline to get shots of the huddles, the
coaches talking and a down-the-line view
of the ball.
Finally, the “Robotic” camera is on
the scoreboard. This is used for following
plays or taking “beauty shots” of the
scenery. Shots of the sun setting over
the Shenandoah Valley are the perfect
backdrop to show graphics and player
statistics on the board.
Anticipating the action is a key element.
“Instinctively, you should know what is
going to happen,” Hodges said.
There’s a formula to filming these games.
The cameramen and crew must know
that on third down the crowd is going to go
crazy, which suggests a crowd shot. On a
field goal attempt it’s important to get the
players’ or coaches’ reaction to it.
“We just try our best at showing the game
for the people who are not there,” Hodges
said. “From showing the people in the
stands, the sunset and the rain puddles on
the ground ... Just so those people can enjoy
a professional experience like us.”
Things can go wrong. During Strunk’s
second game his headset stopped working.
Thus he didn’t know when his camera was
on. He had to have his partner place his
hand on his shoulder to let him know when
he was on the board. When his shot was
over, his partner would remove his hand.
Schmelter finds that getting the play is
the hardest part. It’s easy to get tricked by
fake plays.
As control room chief, Hodges has a
different type of challenge.
“I know that when I sit down I am not
moving from the seat,” Hodges said. “It’s
game on from there.”
While fans see the bone-crushing hits
and hear the sound of shoulder pads
slamming together, not many realize
the energy and intensity needed to put
together a MadiZONE broadcast. Hodges
and the MadiZONE staff work tirelessly to
make sure fans get to see every angle of
the Dukes. While this year’s regular season
has come to a close, the crew will be back
at work come early September 2017, when
JMU looks to defend its Colonial Athletic
Association title.
CONTACT Victoria Giamboi at
giambovx@dukes.jmu.edu.

The MadiZONE cameras are operated by a variety of JMU
students. The camera operators often have to adjust
their camera’s white balance to match different weather
conditions.

Monday, January 9, 2017  

5

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

6

Monday, January 9, 2017

What’s next
for the Dukes?
Looking toward the future successes and
struggles of the FCS national champions
By BENNETT CONLIN
The Breeze

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Redshirt junior safety Jordan Brown celebrates after a big play against the University of Rhode
Island Rams. JMU romped the Rams on Oct. 29, scoring 84 points and holding its opponent to 7.

As junior quarterback Bryan Schor knelt
down to run out the final seconds of JMU’s
national championship victory, fans flooded
the field to celebrate the program’s first
national title since 2004 and its second
in school histor y. With the national
championship coming in head coach Mike
Houston’s first season, JMU fans should feel
optimistic they won’t have to wait another 12
years for a championship.
The Dukes (14-1, 8-0 Colonial Athletic
Association), who defeated Youngstown State
University 28-14 in the Football Championship
Subdivision national championship, return
12 of the 22 championship game starters next

season.
Schor, the CAA Offensive Player of the
Year, headlines the returning starters. Schor
finished the season with 39 total touchdowns,
including 29 passing touchdowns. He also
threw for 3,002 yards on the season and
amassed 3,571 total yards.
The gunslinger is excited to relax after
the championship and eventually begin
preparing for next year.
“We’ll celebrate and we’ll enjoy this
moment,” Schor said. “At the right time we’ll
put it in a cabinet, we’ll put it away, we’ll take
the national championship shirts and put
them somewhere and we’ll get to work and
try to be here next year.”
see FUTURE, page 7

locks
b
3
y
l
on
mu!
from j

all utilities included!

AVOID THE HILLS AND WALK TO CLASS

all new furniture!

CONGRATULATIONS, NATIONAL CHAMPION DUKES!

breezejmu.org

Monday, January 9, 2017  

7

FUTURE | JMU football looks to the future after FCS Championship win:
Schor, Johnson, Sharp and Kloosterman will return for the Dukes in 2017-18
from page 6

junior running back Marcus Marshall
and junior tight end Jonathan
Winning a national championship Kloosterman, among others.
builds a standard of excellence the
Kloosterman scored touchdowns
program hopes to reach year after in every postseason game this season,
year. While JMU may have more including the opening touchdown
outside pressure on the team next in the national championship on
season, it knows the most pressure a 17-yard strike from Schor. The
will come from within the program.
running game should be lethal as
“You’ve created expectations,” Johnson, Marshall and sophomore
Houston said. “But you know running back Trai Sharp all eclipsed
what? We had those expectations 600 rushing yards this season and
anyway. We had the expectation Schor was close behind with 569.
that we wanted to win the CAA
The Dukes will have a plethora
championship, and I think anybody of offensive talent on the roster.
that follows the CAA knows the Defensively, Ankrah and Greene
champion of that
are joined
conference every year
by redshirt
has a chance to win the “You’ve created
juniors
national championship.”
expectations. But you Simeyon
On the defensive side
Robinson
know what? We had
of the ball, the Dukes
and Jordan
those expectations
return key standouts
Brown.
anyway.”
like redshir t junior
Robinson,
safety Raven Greene and
a defensive
Mike Houston
redshirt junior defensive
tackle,
Head Coach
end Andrew Ankrah.
finished
Greene led the Dukes
the year
with six interceptions on
with four
the season, while Ankrah racked up sacks and 7.5 tackles for a loss of
3.5 sacks and 44 total tackles. Much yards. Brown, a safety, finished
like Schor, Ankrah is looking forward the season with 92 tackles and two
to taking some time off to recharge.
interceptions.
“We don’t have another opponent
With Houston, a conference’s
until next year,” Ankrah said. “We’re Coach of the Year in five of the
going to enjoy this for a while.”
last six seasons, at the helm, JMU
Once the Dukes shift their focus football fans are in good hands.
to next season, they’ll more than
All in all, JMU has the talent
likely be one of the favorites to win returning on both sides of the ball to
the 2017-18 national championship. contend for another championship.
Joining Schor on offense will be
redshirt junior running back Cardon CONTACT Bennett Conlin at
Johnson, Georgia Tech transfer and breezesports@gmail.com
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Junior quarterback Brian Schor bursts out of the pocket on a run against the Youngstown State
Penguins. JMU added its second FCS championship to its trophy case after beating the Penguins 28-14.
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PLAYER OF THE YEAR
He won the starting spot, was named
CAA’s offensive player of the year, then
became a national champion. Bryan
Schor had an unforgettable season.

By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

Rewind back to October 24, 2015. The Dukes
are 7-0 and gearing up for a showdown
with conference rival the University of
Richmond. ESPN’s College GameDay
crew’s in town and Bridgeforth Stadium’s
filled to the brim with a sold-out crowd.
Sophomore quarterback Bryan Schor takes it all in, but has
prepared to do so from the bench.
Redshirt senior signal caller Vad Lee is at the center of the
Football Championship Subdivision spotlight. Lee has been
a dominant force both on the ground and in the air since
transferring to JMU from Georgia Tech University prior to
the 2014 season. The last thing anyone expects heading into
the game would be to see Schor playing any meaningful
minutes.
In the fourth quarter of that fateful contest, however,
the worst nightmare of the JMU faithful happens
right before their eyes. Lee goes down with a foot
injury, forcing head coach Everett Withers to thrust
Schor right into the thick of crunch time. The
underclassman quarterback fills in admirably,
throwing for 73 yards and a touchdown, but it
isn’t enough as the Dukes fall 59-49.
Fast forward to 2017. Schor is the Colonial
Athletic Association Offensive Player of
the Year. He leads the FCS with a 73.1
completion percentage while averaging
214.4 passing yards and 2.1 touchdowns
per game. Schor commands an offense
that ranks among the best in the nation
and just won a national championship.
A lot can change in a little over 14 months.
see SCHOR, page 10
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SCHOR | ‘The guys really took me in and they made me comfortable’

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Bryan Schor makes a play in the Dukes’ game against the University of New Hampshire on Dec. 3. The team beat UNH 55-22, solidifying its rise to the national championship, which was on Jan. 7.

from page 8

Schor finished the 2015 season with 847 yards, seven touchdowns
and an interception. He showed promise, but there was a clear
disparity between his performance and Lee’s. Amid a coaching
change and transfer redshirt junior quarterback Connor Mitch
joining the program from the University of South Carolina, his
future in Harrisonburg was uncertain.
Head coach Mike Houston hosted a competition during training
camp for the starting job. It came down to the final week, but
Houston announced Schor as the Week 1 starter just days before
the season opener. Schor credits his teammates for supporting him
throughout the process.
“The guys really took me in and they made me comfortable,”

Schor said. “They put the faith in me that I could be a really good
quarterback, and having that belief in me has really kind of made
me step my game up a little bit and do the extra things that I needed
to do to help us improve.”
Schor took over the starting job and never looked back. Seemingly
out of nowhere, he emerged as a dual-threat quarterback. Schor
led the Dukes to a 14-1 record and helped them win their second
national championship in school history.
The Dukes are national champions, and they wouldn’t
have gotten close if it weren’t for Schor’s spectacular
play. He’s got one more season left in a JMU uniform,
putting no limits on what he will accomplish next.
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at breezesports@gmail.com.
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Congratulations, National Champions

Live Life
at the
Hey Dukes!
Enjoy
lifeTop!
at the top!

Stop by today for a tour or give us a call for rates!
Enjoy Life at the Top with our conveniently located
premier student housing! 865 East offers tenants the
means to escape the stress of student life through
amenities such as our Rooftop Lounge, Game Room,
Fitness Center, and much more!
865 East Port Republic Road

(540) 442-8885
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A victory lap

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

The Dukes celebrate their 2016 championship win in Frisco, Texas, on Saturday. The 14 seniors on the team, 11 of whom were starters, are proud to have capped off their collegiate careers with an FCS victory.

Highlights of the senior Dukes’ final season, player by player
By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

JMU football’s senior class has been through it all. It’s
seen three head coaching changes, a pair of early playoff
exits and a divided locker room. It would’ve made sense
for many of them to transfer along the way, but instead
they stuck together. Now they’ve earned the ultimate prize:
going out as national champions.
Fourteen players who took the field in Frisco, Texas,
did so for the final time of their college careers. Eleven of
them started the national championship game, including
five on offense, four on defense and two specialists. While
each of them played a different role on the field, they all
leave behind a legacy as leaders of one of the best teams
in university history.
Khalid Abdullah, Running back — Abdullah
graduates from JMU as one of the most prolific running
backs the school has ever seen. Starting in all 15 games
this year, he set numerous program single-season records
including rushing yards (1,809), rushing touchdowns (22),
total touchdowns (25) and points scored (150). Abdullah
was named a STATS FCS Second Team All-American and
awarded American Sports Network FCS Player of the Year.
Rashard Davis, Wide receiver — Davis played a
major role for the Dukes in multiple phases of the game.
As a wide receiver, he finished the season with the second
most catches on the team (42) to go with 530 yards
and three touchdowns. Davis was named CAA Special
Teams Player of the Year and a STATS FCS First Team
All-American for his play in the punt return game. He
returned four punts back for scores, two more than any
other player in the FCS and the most of any player in JMU
history.
Matt Frank, Offensive lineman — Frank started all
27 games that the Dukes played over the past two seasons.

He switched from defense to offense following his redshirt
sophomore season and immediately became a staple at
guard. Frank was one of the team captains in the national
championship game. He led an offensive line that ranked
fifth in the FCS in rushing, with 275 yards per game.
Gunnar Kane, Punter — Kane was the Dukes’ primary
punter for the past three years. He averaged 42 yards per
punt this season, placing 20 inside the 20-yard line with
just four touchbacks. On Oct. 8, Kane produced a careerlong 66-yard punt against the College of William & Mary.
Mitchell Kirsch, Offensive lineman — Kirsch started
in each of the Dukes’ first 12 games this season, but didn’t
take the field again after suffering a shoulder injury in the
second round of the FCS playoffs against the University of
New Hampshire. He was the captain of the offensive line
for most of the season and named a STATS FCS First Team
All-American.
Brandon Ravenel, Wide receiver — Ravenel was
the team leader in receptions and receiving yards each
of the past two years. He finished this season with 45
catches for 720 yards and five touchdowns. Ravenel
was named a First Team All-CAA Wide Receiver and
returned 14 kickoffs for 339 yards and a touchdown.
Taylor Reynolds, Cornerback — Reynolds was the
team’s top cornerback this season, recording 55 tackles
and two interceptions. He was selected to the STATS
FCS Third Team All-American as well as First Team AllCAA for the second straight year. Reynolds was a starter
in all four of his seasons of eligibility.
Kyle Rigney, Offensive lineman — Rigney became
a full-time starter for the first time in his career this
season, starting all 15 games at center. He, Frank and
Kirsch were the only members of this year’s offensive
line that were with the program for five years.
Zach Rugg, Offensive lineman — Rugg transferred
to JMU after spending four years at the University of

Connecticut. He missed the entire 2016 season with a
preseason injury.
Daniel Schiele, Tight end — Schiele was a former
quarterback who converted to tight end. This season he
caught four passes for 43 yards and three touchdowns.
All three of his scores came during Homecoming against
the University of Rhode Island on Oct. 29, tying a school
record for most touchdowns in a game by a tight end.
Gage Steele, Linebacker — Steele was the team’s
leading tackler this season, picking up 104. This
included 20 tackles for loss and two and a half sacks.
Steele was the defensive captain for the past two years.
Two of his sacks came in the second half of the national
championship game.
Martez Stone, Defensive lineman — Stone
paced the Dukes with five sacks this season. He played
in all 15 games, recording 41 tackles and a team-high
nine tackles for loss. Stone picked up his first career
interception to help seal the win against Villanova
University on Nov. 12.
Domo Taylor, Wide receiver — Taylor played in
all 15 games this season, making eight starts. He reeled
in 36 catches for 594 yards and three touchdowns.
Taylor caught the longest pass of the year for the Dukes,
converting a career-high 70-yard touchdown against
Elon University on Nov. 19.
Justin Wellons, Linebacker — Wellons played
outside linebacker, appearing in all 15 games
including five starts. He recorded 25 tackles on
the season and recovered his first career fumble
against Morehead State University on Sept. 3.
Wellons blocked a punt on Youngstown State
University’s first drive of the game, setting up an
easy touchdown for JMU to get its offense rolling.
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at breezesports@gmail.com.
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PORTRAITS OF
A SEASON

JMU’s amazing run,
through The Breeze’s lens

PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

TOP Senior Khalid Abdullah celebrates after scoring a touchdown in the Dukes’ first game of the season against Morehead State. TOP RIGHT The Dukes celebrate after their 56-21 win against Central Connecticut State.
BOTTOM Abudllah tucks the ball away and makes his way through the Tar Heels defense on Sep. 17 at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where the Dukes lost their only game of the season to the Tar Heels 56-28.
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Redshirt sophomore cornerback Jimmy Moreland tackles a Delaware player during JMU’s Family Weekend game at Bridgeforth Stadium on Oct. 1 where the Dukes overcame the Delaware Blue Hens winning 43 to 20.

PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Redshirt junior Cardon Johnson runs the ball into the end zone during JMU’s game against William & Mary.

TOP Junior linebacker David Ezeagwu runs onto the field before JMU’s contest with University of New Hampshire.
BOTTOM Freshman defensive lineman John Daka fights toward the quarterback in JMU’s win over the URI Rams.

16

Monday, January 9, 2017

breezejmu.org

Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here Cutline here

TOP JMU’s offensive line celebrates a touchdown while the crowd throws streamers. BOTTOM LEFT Redshirt junior Jordan Brown lifts the championship trophy with teammates Taylor Reynolds, Gunnar Kane and others.
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PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

LOWER RIGHT Senior running back Khalid Abdullah stretches to score a touchdown for No. 5 JMU against No. 13 Youngstown State University at the national championship game in Frisco, Texas, on January 7.
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Senior Khalid Abdullah celebrates in the endzone with some of his fellow teammates after scoring a touchdown in the fourth quarter in the Dukes’ game against University of Richmond on Nov. 5 where the Dukes won 47-43.

LEFT Reshirt junior defensive lineman Andrew Ankrah explodes off the ball in JMU’s victory over Villanova. MIDDLE Head coach Mike Houston voices his displeasure with the officiating during JMU’s 20-7 victory over Villanova.
RIGHT Redshirt junior wide receiver Terrence Alls runs with the ball through Villanova’s defense at Villanova Stadium on November 12.

PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD AND LOREN PROBISH / THE BREEZE

Sophomore running back Trai Sharp dives into the end zone to score a touchdown for the Dukes during their game against Elon. The Dukes would end up with a 63-14 victory over the Phoenix on Nov. 19 at Bridgeforth Stadium.
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PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

TOP LEFT Senior wide receiver Domo Taylor runs with the ball during the quarterfinal game in the Fargo Dome. BOTTOM LEFT Senior wide receiver Rashard Davis goes up for a catch in JMU’s 65-7 dismantling of Sam Houston
State University. TOP RIGHT Junior wide receiver John Miller hauls in a touchdown pass from Schor on third-and-10 to put the Dukes up 27-17 over North Dakota State University. MIDDLE RIGHT Sophomore linebacker Dimitri
Holloway celebrates with teammates following JMU’s win in the semifinals. BOTTOM RIGHT Junior quarterback Bryan Schor delivers a throw in JMU’s semifinal game against North Dakota State University.
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Is this the
best team
of all time?
CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Senior running back Khalid Abdullah outstretches his arms in celebration against Villanova University on Nov. 12. Abdullah wreaked havoc on the Wildcats, running for 101 yards and two touchdowns.

Sports editor Bennett Conlin ranks the 2016 Dukes as the best team in JMU history
By BENNETT CONLIN
The Breeze

The 2016-17 JMU football team is the only
team in program history to record 14 victories
in a season. It’s only the second time the Dukes
(14-1, 8-0 Colonial Athletic Association) have
won a national championship. With the historic
season now finished, one has to wonder whether
this Dukes team is the best to ever don the purple
and gold.
“They went undefeated in CAA play,” head
coach Mike Houston said following the 28-14
victory over Youngstown State University in
the national championship. “They beat North
Dakota State at North Dakota State and won a
national championship on a big stage. I think
they go down as the best team in JMU history,
hands down.”
While Houston is confident in his team, the
Dukes saw some stiff competition from prior
seasons.
We’ll start our journey through JMU football
history with the 1975 team. In the program’s
fourth year in existence, the Dukes went 9-0-1
and won their final nine contests. Due to the
absence of MadiZONE and social media at this
time, not many people are familiar with the
1975 team, but the group put together the only
undefeated season in school history.

In the 2016 season, the Dukes scored an
astounding 700 total points and 46.7 points
per game. In the 1975 season, the Dukes scored
a measly 12.5 points per game and won just
one game by double digits. For fans of a highpowered offense and flashy touchdowns, the
1975 season wasn’t for you.
While the 2016 team lit up scoreboards, the
team cared more about winning a championship
than achieving individual accolades. Senior
running back Khalid Abdullah broke singleseason JMU records with over 1,800 yards and
22 rushing touchdowns. Despite the impressive
records, Abdullah wasn’t overly excited about
them after the championship game.
“You know, that’s cool,” Abdullah said. “But at
the end of the day it’s definitely about the team.
Outside of statistics, it’s more so about hoisting
that big trophy.”
Statistics might not mean everything, but
having an eye-popping offense is always nice for
fans.
In the 2004 season, the Dukes and head coach
Mickey Matthews had dynamic playmakers, but
once again they were on the defensive side of the
ball. JMU finished this season 13-2 and ended the
season with a national title behind a defense that
allowed just 16.7 points per game.
Even more impressive than the defense was
the team’s road to the national championship. All

four postseason victories came away from home,
including a 48-34 semifinal win over the College
of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. The
Dukes capped their historic season with a 31-21
victory over the University of Montana in the
national title game.
Fast forward to 2008 and the Dukes have
a significantly more explosive offense. They
average over 38 points per game behind
quarterback Rodney Landers, who scored an
impressive 37 total touchdowns. He also records
more than 3,000 total yards on the season as JMU
earns the No. 1 seed in the playoffs.
Despite the impressive regular season, the
year came to a close in disappointing fashion
when the Dukes lost to Montana 35-27 in the
semifinals at Bridgeforth Stadium.
The 2008 team will go down as one of the best
teams in school history, but with no national
championship on its resume, it’s tough to name
it the best football team JMU has seen.
Now, back to today’s team. The 2016 Dukes
came into the season following a 2015 team that
scored 44.3 points per game behind quarterback
Vad Lee, who won the CAA Offensive Player of
the Year. Lee and the Dukes had ESPN’s College
GameDay come to town in mid-October for a
battle with the University of Richmond, but they
fell short and Lee was injured.
Schor took over for Lee, but the season was

derailed when their redshirt senior leader went
down and the Dukes, who started the season
7-0, had their chances of being the best team in
program history evaporate before their eyes.
After backing up Lee and stepping in for the
final four games of the 2015 year, Schor was
ready to take over. He stepped in seamlessly
and matched Lee by winning the CAA Offensive
Player of the Year award this season. The Dukes’
46.7 points per game this year tops last season’s
mark and gives JMU one of the best offenses in
program history.
In the national championship postgame
press conference, a reporter asked Schor about
being the best quarterback in the country. Schor
responded by complimenting the best offense in
JMU history.
“I’m lucky to have the arsenal that we have
at JMU,” Schor said. “To call me the best, I don’t
know if that’s accurate, but I think we have the
best team. I’m lucky to have those guys because
they make me look good each week.”
With a program-record 14 victories, a national
championship and the most explosive offense
to ever come through Harrisonburg, it’s hard to
argue that there’s a better team in JMU football
history.
CONTACT Bennett Conlin at
breezesports@gmail.com
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WAY To Go Dukes!
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How to win
Head coach Mike Houston off to a great start
By MATT WEYRICH
The Breeze

If there’s one thing that JMU head coach
Mike Houston knows just as well as football,
it’s how to win. Since taking over his first
collegiate football program in 2011, Houston
has guided all but one of his teams to at least a
share of its conference title. Now, the 45-yearold mastermind behind the Dukes’ success this
season has achieved his biggest victory yet: a
national championship.
Houston wasn’t always set on being a football
coach. He received a bachelor’s degree in
biology from Mars Hill University in 1994,
making him the first member of his family to
graduate college. Although he played tight end
for the Lions and is an enshrined member of
the Franklin High School Athletic Hall of Fame
for his standout play as a high school athlete,
he originally planned on pursuing a career in
the medical field.
However, Houston’s career took an
unexpected turn when his applications for the
medical schools at Eastern Carolina University
and the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill were denied.
“I took a job teaching physics and chemistry
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, coaching
football and basketball. Did it for one year and
knew that’s what I wanted to do,” Houston told
the Daily News-Record. “I never looked back,
and it’s been the best decision I’ve ever made.”
Shortly after he graduated college,
Houston was hired by Forbush High School
in East Bend, North Carolina, to be the team’s
defensive coordinator. He stayed with the
Falcons for two seasons before taking the
same position at T.C. Roberson High School in

Asheville, North Carolina. Houston remained
in charge of the defense for five years until he
was promoted to head coach ahead of the 2001
campaign.
Houston went on to lead the Rams to a 42-18
record across five seasons, highlighted by his
2004 squad that went undefeated en route to
capturing its first conference championship in
school history. He finally broke onto the NCAA
scene in 2006 when Brevard College hired
him as associate head coach and defensive
coordinator.
The following year, Houston took up the
defensive coordinator position at LenoirRhyne University, a Division II program in the
South Atlantic Conference. He spent four years
in charge of the defense before taking over
the Division II level, Football Championship
Subdivision schools came running. Houston
settled on The Citadel, The Military College of
South Carolina as his next destination. He took
over for the Bulldogs in 2014, guiding the team
to a 5-7 record. The following year, however,
The Citadel went 9-4 and finished the regular
season with a share of the Southern Conference
title. It was the first time in school history that a
head coach had won the conference within his
first two years with the team.
While Houston was busy down in
Charleston, the Dukes were fighting for a
conference championship of their own. JMU
finished the regular season locked in a threeway tie for the Colonial Athletic Association
title with a 9-2 record. Head coach Everett
Withers led the Dukes to their second playoff
berth in as many years, but each time they
were bounced in their first postseason game.
see HOUSTON, page 26

PHOTOS BY CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Mike Houston addresses the press before (bottom) and after the national championship game.

Bring Your Car to College
Private parking lot for JMU
freshmen with 24/7 security

Congrats, Champs! Way to go, Dukes!
Email us at freshmenlots@gmail.com
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2016 National
champions
Breathe in the fresh mountain air at

Massanutten
A Four SeASon reSort

Indoor WaterPark, Golf, Spa & Ski Packages Available!

Located 10 miles from Harrisonburg, VA • MassResort.com

WAY To Go Dukes!
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CONGRATULATIONS DUKES, WINNER OF

THE NCAA DIVISION I NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP!

You canʼt live any CLOSER TO THE ACTION
than if you LIVE ON CAMPUS!!!
Space is still available for the 2017 - 2018 academic year!
Visit www.jmu.edu/orl and click on the “Online Housing System”
link to sign an On Campus Housing Contract TODAY!

#LIVEON

@jmureslife

office of residence life
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HOUSTON | Dukes win championship under Houston’s first year
as head coach, game was nearly a year after Withers’ departure

CONNOR WOISARD / THE BREEZE

Head coach Mike Houston looks on from the sideline during the national championship. Under his leadership, the team broke program records and won its second national championship.

from page 22

Withers left the program in favor of the Football Bowl Subdivision’s Texas
State University during the offseason, leaving JMU in a bind to find a new head
coach that could keep the team playing at a high level. In mid-January of 2016, the
athletics department decided to bring on Houston for his track record of making
teams have fast comebacks.
“Mike has been a fast riser in the coaching ranks with success turning programs
around at the Division II and FCS levels,” director of athletics Jeff Bourne said in
the team’s press release. “His pedigree for winning and ability to lead young men
make him the perfect fit to build upon the foundation already in place at JMU.”
Upon being hired, Houston told Bourne that he expected it to take three years
before they would be competing for a national championship. Instead, JMU raced
to a 10-1 regular season record. The Dukes never won a home game by less than
seven points and their only loss came at the hands of UNC of the FBS. They’ve
outscored their three playoff opponents by a combined 101 points.
There is expected speculation that Houston could be following in Withers’

footsteps in departing for an FBS school, but the head coach’s five-year contract
offers bonuses for staying with the team and mandates hefty buyouts if he decides
to leave early. Regardless of what his future holds, however, Houston has already
given the program the success it was looking for when it hired him in the first place.
JMU beat the five-time defending national champions in North Dakota State
University. It blew out Sam Houston State University, the highest scoring offense
in the FCS, and avenged conference rival University of Richmond for last year’s
loss in a 47-43 thriller. None of those wins, however, even compare to the victory
JMU captured in Frisco, Texas.
Nearly a year to the day that Withers decided to leave Harrisonburg, Dukes
won their first national championship since 2004 and second in school history,
beating Youngstown State University 28-14.
No matter where Houston has gone, success has followed. On Saturday, he
proved to the rest of college football that he brought his winning ways with him
to Harrisonburg.
CONTACT Matt Weyrich at breezesports@gmail.com.
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Congratulations, Dukes
2016 National Champions

WHAT A RIDE!
HDPT is proud to be part
of the journey to Frisco.

#GoDukes
HDPT.com
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Congrats to our
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!
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Biology and Chemistry Students

Consider a career in the exciting
field of Histotechnology!
SENTARA RMH SCHOOL OF HISTOTECHNOLOGY
Guaranteed Job Placement!
$15K Sign On Bonus! Great Salary!

Sentara.com/HistotechnologySchool

Sentara is a proud Team Madison sponsor.
We congratulate the JMU football team on an amazing season.

29

30

Monday, January 9, 2017

breezejmu.org

Football fans bring a slice of
JMU to Frisco
By BENNETT CONLIN
The Breeze

For die-hard Dukes fans living in the state
of Texas, getting to see JMU play in person
was nearly impossible with the Dukes playing
the majority of their games within four hours
of Harrisonburg. This year, thanks to a historic
season, fans in the Dallas-Fort Worth area got
to watch their team play in the biggest game
of the season.
The Dukes took on Youngstown State
University in Frisco, Texas, on Saturday.
The game, which kicked off at noon, gave
fans a chance to watch the Dukes locally for
the first time since September 2015, when
JMU upset Southern Methodist University
in Dallas.
“Man … it kicks it into a high gear,” Bryan
Roberts, the president of the JMU alumni
chapter in Dallas, said. “We sold 350 tickets
through the JMU ticket office, so it’s pretty
much on par with the SMU game … we’re
excited to have JMU football in Texas.”
With this being one of the few times fans in
the area could watch the Dukes, the alumni
chapter went all out in preparation for the
game. On Wednesday, it hosted a welcoming
party when the football team arrived in
Dallas. Throughout the weekend, three local
sports bars teamed up with Roberts to bring
a little slice of JMU to Frisco.
The British Lion, the Green Gator and
Nirvana all included a JMU flair for their
weekend customers.
“They’ve been really helpful to us and
really welcomed us,” Roberts said. “We’re
looking for some great fun and a memorable
JMU experience. They’ll be adorned in all the

JMU purple and gold that they’ll allow us to
hang in their restaurant.”
The Green Gator and its director of fun, Jay
Crawford, embraced the JMU theme head
on. The sports bar served four JMU drinks
over the weekend in addition to a JMU
dining favorite “Buffalo Mash” served as an
appetizer. The drinks were named “Lock the
damn gates,” “Houston’s punch,” “Penguin
Crush” and “Cold, dark and perfect.”
The Green Gator’s mixologist, Sarah
Hetmer, created the drinks after Roberts
came up with the names. Crawford was
excited about the drink combinations as
he loved the excitement from JMU fans that
stopped by the restaurant. He expected a
ton of people in attendance early Saturday
morning.
“We should do phenomenally well,”
Crawford said. “I think a lot of people knew
the weather … so we’ll be packed at eight
o’clock.”
Roberts said working with restaurants
like the Green Gator was easy because the
location had experience teaming up with
North Dakota State University in the past.
Crawford said the Bison faithful were easy
to work with since they’re some of the best
fans in all of college football.
“Every year it got bigger and bigger,”
Crawford said. “They’re phenomenal fans
and I hear some great reputation about y’all.”
With JMU knocking off Youngstown
State to earn a national championship, the
JMU alumni chapter in Dallas did its part
to help paint Frisco purple for a weekend.
CONTACT Bennett Conlin at breezesports@
gmail.com.

TOP At a festive tailgate display, a sign pokes fun at JMU’s national rivals, the Youngstown State
Penguins.
BOTTOM LEFT Fans Barbara Jensen (left) and Celeste Grisham (right) sip on some drinks at the
Green Gator.
BOTTOM RIGHT An aligator statue at the Green Gator becomes an honorary Duke, donning purple
and gold pompoms.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DFW DUKES CHAPTER
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DUKEPROUD
WAY TO GO JMU!

LIVE BETTER.
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LIVE THE HILLS.
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540.432.0600 | live-thehills.com
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Show your colors,
proud and true.
The JMU Nation celebrates your
2016 National Championship

Huge thanks to JMU Nation alumni volunteers. Over 40 watch
parties brightened the lights of Madison across the country!

We are the Dukes of JMU!

